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President 
Mark Peterson 
6505 N. Gentry Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93711 
Phone: 559-917-0926 
mark.peterson@ai-engines.com 

 

Vice-President 
Scott Douglas 
7403 Forrestor Lane 
Manassas, VA 20109 
Phone: 571-426-3826 
arlyndoug@aol.com 

 

Secretary 
Carol J Morton- 
   Bianchini 
PO Box 6974 
Portland, OR 97228 
(Call/Text) 971-300-8593 
DouglasSecretary@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer 
Tom Douglas 
213 Coleton Ln 
DeLand, FL 32724 
Phone: 618-795-3879 

tomdouglas46@yahoo.com 

 

Board Member 
Chuck Mirabile  
(Past President) 
loudbeak@yahoo.com 

 

Board Member 
Tim Tyler  
(Past President) 
clandouglas@socal.rr.com 
 

…………………… 
 
 

Regional VP (East) 
Curtis Rowell 
Phone: 434-305-4601 
crowell001@gmail.com 

 

Regional VP (Central) 
Harold Edington 
Phone: 816-529-7764 
clan.douglas@yahoo.com 

 

Regional VP (West) 
Cora Peterson 
Phone: 559-709-6588 
corampeterson@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER FOUNDER ~ Gilbert F. Douglas, JR. MD (deceased) 

 
 

OKLAHOMA 
Jody Blaylock 
     405-985-9704 
jmblaylock@yahoo.com 
 

OREGON (North) 
Carol Bianchini 
     971-300-8593 
clandouglaspnw@aol.com 
 

OREGON (South) 
Elizabeth Blair 
     541-636-7535 
dakotahblair@gmail.com 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Ashley Stevens 
    803-760-0225 
ashleygracestevens@gmail.com 
 

Thelma Hein 
     843-780-8357 
ladyhein@yahoo.com 
 

Samuel Thayer 
     803-389-3550 
clandouglasncregent@gmail.com 
 

TENNESSEE (East)  
Tyson & Betsy Chastain 
     865-385-0972 (please text first) 

clandouglas.TN@gmail.com 
 

TEXAS (North) 
Matthew Douglas 
     214-493-6442 
matthew.douglas75@gmail.com 
 

UTAH  
Trenton Duke 
     435-459-2562 
trentduke95@outlook.com 
 

VIRGINIA Co-Regent 
Scott Douglas 
     571-426-3826 
arlyndoug@aol.com 
 

VIRGINIA Co-Regent 
Sean Morton 
     504-875-9540 
mountainmanmorton@gmail.com 
 

WASHINGTON 
John Blakemore 
     510-484-3001 
2doalameda@gmail.com 
 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Tyler Agnew 
tyler.agnew21@gmail.com  
 

WYOMING  
Ethan Smith 
     307-689-1573 
Esmith12041989@gmail.com 
 

Ashlee Johnson 
     307-363-3354  
ashleeirene1996@gmail.com    

 

 

 

ALABAMA 
James Douglas 
     205-613-4725 
jamesdndouglas@gmail.com 
 

ARIZONA 
Barbara J. Wise 
     520-991-9539 
bwise320@gmail.com 
 

CALIFORNIA (North) 
Mark & Cora Peterson  

     559-439-2947 
corampeterson@gmail.com 
 

CALIFORNIA (South) 
Alex Kirkland 
     714-718-1571 
alex.m.kirkland@gmail.com 
 

Tim Tyler 
     714-478-96666 
clandouglas@socal.rr.com 
 

COLORADO 
Chuck Mirabile 
     720-934-6901 
loudbeak@yahoo.com 
 

FLORIDA (Central)  
Jeff & Mona Sparks 
     407-721-3775 
jtsparks1@gmail.com 
 

FLORIDA (South)  
Elizabeth Douglass 
      954-296-1834  
edouglass@bellsouth.net 
 

FLORIDA (Northeast) & 
GEORGIA (South) 
Dennis Conrad 
     904-772-8102 
sarahsdaddy@comcast.net 
 

FLORIDA (Panhandle)  
Matthew Douglass 
     850-333-7163 
 

Thomas Douglass 
     850-797-7204 
tdouglass@panhandle.rr.com 
 

GEORGIA (North) 
Doug Isbecque  
     770-813-0789 
drci.bel@gmail.com 
 

HAWAII 
James Douglas Putnam 
     808-554-1944 
jamesputnam85@gmail.com 
 

ILLINOIS (Central) 
Timothy Kirkpatrick 
     253-359-7069 
kirkpatrick79@yahoo.com 
 

KANSAS 
Michael Sotomayor 
     620-664-0719 
virtualmike55@gmail.com 
 

 

LOUISIANA  
Jerry Douglas 
     504-606-4787 
clan.douglas.la@gmail.com 
 

MAINE 
Jenny Rose Boyes 
      207-699-7047  
JNoyesMaineDouglas@gmail.com 
 

MARYLAND 
James Agnew 
     571-278-6056 
jim.agnew67@gmail.com 
 
MICHIGAN   

Brian Lewis 
     813-495-1706 
douglasregentmi@yahoo.com 
 

Randy Chancellor 
     810-777-0126 
mivikingsfan@gmail.com      
 

MINNESOTA (North) 
John M. Glendenning, Jr. 
     218-728-4998 
jglen@charter.net 
 

MISSISSIPPI 
Jamie Haushalter (please text first) 
     601-506-3202  
clandouglas.ms@gmail.com 
 

MISSOURI 
Harold Edington 
     816-529-7764 
clan.douglas@yahoo.com 
 

NEVADA (North – Reno area) 
Richard & Holly Bromley 
    775-530-5667 
rlbrich@aol.com 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Jenny Rose Boyes 
      207-699-7047  
JNoyesMaineDouglas@gmail.com 
 

NEW MEXICO 
Eric Vigil 
     575-749-1275 
ericrvigil@yahoo.com 
 

Paul Duval 
     505-884-0883 
duvalrcdd@yahoo.com 
 

NEW YORK 
Daneen Muehlbauer 
     716-283-5247 
clan_douglas.ny51@yahoo.com 
 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Chris Douglass Mogensen 
douglasregentmog@gmail.com 
     919-730-2184 
 

Kirsten Mogensen 
kirsten.mogensen917@gmail.com 
 
 

 

OFFICERS UNITED STATES REGENTS 
 

mailto:Esmith12041989@gmail.com
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CDSNA Storekeeper 
Brandy Mahoney 
  douglasclanstore@gmail.com 
  Emails only 
 

CDSNA Website Editor  
Carol Morton-Bianchini 
  DouglasSecretary@comcast.net 

 

Dubh Ghlase Editor  
Jamie Haushalter 
    CDSNA.Editor@gmail.com 
 

Historical Article Editor 
Dr. Callum Watson  
     Battle Coordinator 
     Battle of Bannockburn Visitor  
          Centre  
     DrCallumWatson@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

Regents (continued) 

 

 

 

CANADA – Regents wanted 

  BRITISH COLUMBIA - Vacant 
  NEW BRUNSWICK -- Vacant 
  ONTARIO – Vacant 
   

AUSTRALIA – Contact  

  the Clan Douglas Society of   
  Australia 

Anne Breust 
     0419 620 914 
anne.breust@bigpond.com 
 

BENELUX (Belgium,  

   Netherlands, Luxembourg) 
Murray Frick 
     470-232-8060 
murrayfrick@att.net 
 

SPAIN 
Leopoldo Fernández de Angulo y 
Gómez de las Cortinas 
   Phone: 34 954 277 365 
      Cell: 34 639 019 632 
regenteclandouglas@gmail.com 
 

If a local Scottish or Celtic event welcomes clans but does not have  

a Clan Douglas representative, please consider being the Clan 

Douglas Society Regent for the occasion.  
 

Representing CDSNA at a single event is better than no Douglas 

representation at all. 

Administrators 

 
REGENT VACANCIES 

ARKANSAS.  Regent(s) needed for 

Batesville and Hot Springs areas 
 

IDAHO.  Regent(s) needed for Boise 

area 
 

ILLINOIS (North).  Regent(s) needed 

for the Chicago area 
 

INDIANA. Regent(s) needed 
 

KENTUCKY. Regent(s) needed 
 

MINNESOTA.  Regent(s) needed for 

Twin Cities area 
 

MONTANA. Regent(s) needed for 

Billings, Hamilton & Kalispell areas 
 

NEVADA.  Regent(s) needed for Las 

Vegas area 

 
CDSNA 

 
Regents 

NEW ENGLAND. Regents needed for 

Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode 

Island and Vermont 
 

OHIO. Regent(s) needed for Berea 

area 
 

PENNSYLVANIA.  Regent(s) needed 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA.  Regent(s) needed 

for Aberdeen area 
 

TENNESSEE (West/Central).  

Regent(s) needed  
 

TEXAS (South, Central, East).    

Regent(s) needed  
 

UTAH.  Co-Regent needed for Salt 

Lake City area 

 

WISCONSIN.  Regent(s) needed 

 

BRITISH COLUMBIA.  Regent(s) 

needed 
 

NEW BRUNSWICK.  Regent(s) 

needed 
 

ONTARIO.  Regent(s) needed 

 

There are several events in Canada 

in need of CDSNA representation. 

 
 

    

UNITED STATES CANADA 

mailto:douglasclanstore@gmail.com
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The President’s Comments 
 

Greetings Clan Douglas Members!  I hope this 

message finds everyone well as the holiday season 

approaches.   I wish you and your families a very 

Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas. Please 

stay safe and enjoy this special time of year. 

 

It has been a busy year with a lot happening behind the scenes with 

the Board.  We have been in regular contact with William Douglas 

of the Douglas Archives, who keeps us updated on the progress of 

the proposed monument to Sir James Douglas in Douglas, Scotland. Things are moving forward positively.  A 

sculptor has been commissioned to design a statue and submit a proposal for consideration.  As soon as more 

details are available, I will share them with everyone.  I hope Clan Douglas Society will be able to donate to this 

worthy project and that many of our members will choose to contribute individually as well.   It is still some time 

away, and we are awaiting confirmation on whether donations from outside organizations and individuals will be 

accepted.  More information will follow. 

 

I have recently received several calls from Board members asking whether I had sent them emails or texts 

requesting that they pay a bill on behalf of Clan Douglas with a promise of reimbursement.  To be perfectly clear: 

NO Board member or representative of the Clan Douglas Society will ever email, text, or otherwise contact you 

requesting money.  Scammers are unfortunately very active and continue to use these tactics.  Please remain 

vigilant. 

 

A heartfelt thank-you to all our dedicated Regents as the 2025 games season ends.  You are truly the face of 

Clan Douglas at events across the country, and your hard work and passion are deeply appreciated.  

Representing our Douglas and Scottish heritage is a labor of love, and we simply could not do this without you.  

If any member is interested in becoming a Regent, or would simply like to help at games in your area, please 

reach out to our Vice President Scott Douglas or to me.  Your local Regent would also welcome assistance.  And 

to everyone—please come out to the games when you can!  You will meet wonderful like-minded people who 

share a pride in their heritage and make many new friends along the way. 

 

Finally, we now have a solid plan for the location of the 2027 General Membership Meeting (GMM).  We will 

begin announcing details soon so members can start making travel plans.  We would love to invite Stewart 

Douglas back as our guest if his schedule permits, and we will do our best to bring a representative from Scotland 

to join us. 

 

As always, many thanks to our members, Regents, and Board for everything you do to support the Clan Douglas 

Society of North America.  

 

Sláinte! 

 

Mark A. Peterson 

CDSNA President 

A Douglas! A Douglas! 
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The Vice-President’s Comments 
 

Clan Douglas Society of North America is proud to announce that our 

2027 General Membership Meeting (GMM) will be held in May 2027 at 

the Smoky Mountain Scottish Festival and Games in Townsend, 

Tennessee.  Nestled in the beautiful foothills of the Smokies, this vibrant 

festival provides the perfect setting to celebrate our Douglas heritage 

with friends, family, and clansfolk from across North America.  

 

Members will enjoy a weekend filled with music, athletics, and Scottish 

pride, along with our official society meeting and special clan activities.  

Mark your calendars and plan to join us for this memorable gathering of 

the Douglas kindred — where history, kinship, and Highland spirit come 

together beneath the Douglas banner!   

 

More information forthcoming about host Hotel and GMM Dinner soon 

as it becomes available.  

 

Yours faithfully,  

Scott Douglas  

Vice President, Clan Douglas Society 

 

https://www.smokymountaingames.org/
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The Secretary’s Report 
 

Clan Douglas Society of North America, Ltd. Board Meeting 

Saturday, September 6th, 2025 

9:00 AM PST, 11:00 AM Central,12:00 EST 

 

1. Meeting Called to Order   

 

2. Roll Call: Board Members present:  Carol Morton-Bianchini, Mark Peterson, Tom Douglas, and Scott 

Douglas. Absent: Tim Tyler and Chuck Mirabile.   

 

3. Welcome Guests: Present: Editor, Jaime Haushalter and Storekeeper, Brandy Mahoney.  Absent: 

Harold Edington and Curtis Rowell. 

 

4. Officers and Storekeepers Report 

 

a. President’s Report: Not much to report. 

b. Vice President’s Report: Planning to attend the New Hampshire games to evaluate it as a 

potential location for our next GMM. Also considering St Louis on Saturday, December 6, 2025 

at 5:30 pm. Fredericksburg, Virginia will hold the Fredericksburg Christmas Parade - for more 

information - Fredericksburg Virginia Christmas Parade. 

c. Secretary’s Report: Eric Vigil encouraged new member Laine Douglas to volunteer for the Rio 

Grande Valley Celtic Festival. Eric is writing a paragraph to post on the Facebook Group and in 

the Dubh Ghlase December 2025 issue. One Stop Reports have been revised and are a part of 

legal documentation for our non-profit.  Regents are required to complete them along with a 

brief narrative of their event.  The Secretary will assist with tutorials, if needed. Regents can 

email to set up a brief online meeting.  Researching database. 

d. Treasurer’s Report: Checking account: $10,240, Investment Account: $146,317, PayPal: 

$1,027.62. Financial report completed and will be included in the Dubh Ghlase September 2025 

issue.  City of Deltona Celtic Festival & Highland Games will be held on November 8, 2025. For 

more information. 

e. Storekeeper’s Report: Wish list stated for her job. Mark stated he would use clan’s resources to 

take care of all the things Brandy needs. These were not Board requested reports nor did we 

approve this. Many hours were devoted to the Storekeeper’s setup in March 2025. 

 

5. Old Business 

 

a. Approve Minutes: Not discussed. Mark did not include it in the meeting. 

b. E-Store Inventory Items: Secretary Carol developed the inventory spreadsheet to be sent to the 

Treasurer. The Storekeeper completed the entry of Regents’ inventory. She did not submit the 

individual Regents’ inventories as requested by the Board. 

c. Website Update: Researching how to deploy AI for notices on membership renewals, greetings 

for new members, and various other notices. September links were found to be unlinked due to 

a Wix update. The Board took a vote to deploy AI membership notices and other notices to ease 
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the volunteer work load as suggested by the Secretary and Mark Peterson held the vote. It was 

approved unanimously. 

d. Media Update:  Not discussed. 

 

6. New Business  

 

a. GMM Update: Scott Douglas, VP. See above VP’s report. 

b. Extra Paid Help for Scott Douglas: Attending the Loon Mountain Games.  Volunteers were 

discussed by Secretary Carol. No paid help was discussed or approved by Board. 

c. Update on Monument Discussion: Mark Peterson engaged in a conversation with William 

Douglas about the Good Sir James monument funding application, which has been submitted. 

Mark advised he would help fund personally and wants CDSNA to make a donation. A detailed 

document of the monument including a lengthy description and measurements to be provided 

by the project group and will be reviewed by the Board before discussing any donation. No 

mention of the name of the group working on the project was made. It was brought to us by 

William Douglas, Douglas Archives. 

d. CDSNA E-Store: Baseball hats suggested by Editor Jaime, and women’s tank tops suggested 

by Secretary Carol as new purchases. Sept Book suggested by Board and Name Tags were 

added. Banners (8’ and 10’) are free to Regents. Reorders of store goods can be made online 

along with banners. Orders will be adjusted as free with a coupon requested from Storekeeper, 

Brandy. This will provide the order at no cost to Regents and shipping is free. Please email 

Brandy directly for the coupon and instructions on how to order.   

 

7. Open Discussion: End of meeting. 

 

Respectfully,  

Carol Morton-Bianchini  

Secretary 
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Clan Douglas Society of North America New 

and Renewing Members  

 
 

Welcome to the Clan Douglas Society 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Warning:  Scammers Are Targeting CDSNA Members! 
 

Scammers are sending fake emails to CDSNA members, pretending to be CDSNA Board Members.  The emails 

ask for money or tell you to buy gift cards.  THIS IS A SCAM.  No CDSNA member will ever ask you for money 

or gift cards. 
 

If you receive one of these emails:   

1. DO NOT reply.  

2. DO NOT click links or open attachments as they can put viruses on your computer or phone.  

3. Mark the email as spam or delete it immediately. 
 

For extra protection for computer and phone users, notify your email provider (like Gmail, Yahoo, Outlook, etc.) 

that the message is phishing then block the sender.  All email providers have processes to do this.   
 

Stay safe – when in doubt, delete it!  

Suzanne Simonette, NC 

Bryan Douglas, AZ 

Jason Douglas, CA 

Jessica Ranard, VA 

Keys Wat, NC 

Douglas Luccio, VA 

Jennifer Noyes, ME 

Sara Snodgrass, CA 

Cory Molloy, CA 

Evangeline Muldoon, MA 

 
Renewing Members 

 

Douglas Isbecque, GA        Cynthia Lassiter, SC 

 

New Members 
 Luke Douglas, NH 

Salomaa Mikko, WV 

Blair Thompson, TN 

Karen Douglas Hubbard, TX 

Blyth Douglas, NY 

Angie Nash, VA 

Elizabeth Swan, NH 

Steven Douglas, GA 

Charles Flock, GA 

Belinda Anton, WA 
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Editor’s Observations 
 

Did you know that Christmas, as practiced by the Catholic Church, was banned in Scotland?  The prohibition 

began with the Protestant Reformation of 1560, when John Knox and the Calvinist Kirk condemned Catholic 

holidays as "popish idolatry" and hotbeds of immorality.  By 1640, Parliament enshrined this in the Yule Vacance 

Act, which outlawed all Yule (Christmas) observances under threat of fines or imprisonment – no feasting, carol-

singing, or even court recesses were permitted.  This stern policy endured for nearly 400 years, bolstered by 

further acts in 1690 and 1711.  England, by contrast, reinstated the holiday in 1660 under Charles II, highlighting 

a classic Anglo-Scottish divide. 

 

The Kirk enforced the ban rigorously in urban Lowland areas, 

rejecting pagan-rooted customs like Yule logs and evergreens as 

superstitious remnants.  In the rural Highlands, however, 

communities quietly preserved their Gaelic traditions.  Christmas 

was not recognized as a public holiday until 1958, a reflection of 

Scotland's long-held distrust of what they termed the "English 

holiday." 

 

In true Scottish resilience, the suppression of Yule simply redirected the nation's winter festivities to Hogmanay, 

the exuberant New Year's Eve celebration – likely derived from Old Norse or French terms for midwinter revelry.  

As a secular event, it escaped the Kirk's scrutiny and became a vibrant outlet for ancient solstice traditions, 

fostering deep community bonds. Here are some of its cherished customs: 

• First-footing:  The first visitor after midnight – ideally tall, dark-haired, and bearing gifts of whisky, salt, 

coal, and shortbread – ushers in good fortune and wards off misfortune. 

• Redding out:  A thorough house-cleaning to sweep away the old year and welcome renewal. 

• Fireworks, torchlit processions, and lively ceilidhs filled with fiddles, reels, and dancing into the night. 

 

Far from dimming Scotland's festive spirit, the ban elevated Hogmanay to iconic status, where it often eclipses 

Christmas even today.  Victorian influences and 19th-century bank holidays gradually reintroduced Christmas 

trees and Father Christmas, but Hogmanay remains the emotional heart of the season – Edinburgh's grand 

street parties rival the world's biggest New Year's events.  This legacy speaks to Scotland's cultural tenacity: 

deprive them of one holiday, and they craft a daring, more authentic alternative, weaving pagan roots with 

Presbyterian practicality into a tradition that is as enduring as it is joyful. 

 

Merry Christmas & Happy Hogmanay!  

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

Jamie Haushalter 

Dubh Ghlase Editor 
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Christmas is Coming 
Give a unique Douglas gift    

this Christmas 

The Douglas Larder 
The Clan Douglas Cookbook 

    $13     
$13 

 

Clan Douglas Society 
Challenge Coins $10 

CDSNA Membership 
From $20 

 

1 year, 3 years or  
Life (Under/Over 60 years old) 

For more gift ideas visit the 
CDSNA store: 

https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/sale 

https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/product-page/the-douglas-larder-cookbook
https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/product-page/clan-douglas-society-challenge-coins
https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/product-page/the-douglas-larder-cookbook
https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/sale
https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/product-page/clan-douglas-society-challenge-coins
https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/product-page/the-douglas-larder-cookbook
https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/product-page/membership
https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/sale
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Christmas with the King:  

Robert Bruce's 'Festive' Itinerary, 1306-28 

Callum Watson, Ph.D. 
Merry Christmas everyone! We’ve never done a specifically Christmas-themed post here on the blog, but I 

appreciate this year Christmas might be very different for all of us, and so it seemed like an opportunity to do 

something a little bit different here as well. To that end, today we’re going to have a look at how King Robert I of 

Scotland spent each Christmas during his reign. It should be noted right away that as with much of Bruce’s life 

and reign, we are blighted by a frustrating lack of sources and so it will not be possible to reconstruct for certain 

what occurred on every Christmas from 1306-1328. It is also worth bearing in mind that Christmas was 

celebrated rather differently in the medieval period, with Christmastide understood to run from Christmas Day 

itself (25th December) to the Feast of the Epiphany (6th January). This is actually good news for us, since if we 

can find evidence for where Bruce was on any of the days of this twelve-day period we can at least make some 

tentative deductions about how Bruce spent Christmas in a given year. Hopefully, by exploring Bruce's itinerary 

and who he was with at Christmastide, we can get a sense of how changing circumstances influenced his 

activities over the course of the reign.  

 

‘Doomed to wander through the world – oh, woe is me!’:  

Christmas with the Outlaw King, 1306-7 

 

Folio 13 of the Holkham Bible, a picture book 

produced in England sometime between 1327 and 

1335 (and thus perhaps belonging to the end of 

Bruce's reign). Above, an angel visits the shepherds 

to inform them of Jesus's birth, while below, the 

shepherds visit Joseph, Mary and the infant Christ in 

the stable at Bethlehem. There's a lot to love about 

this image, from the attentive sheepdog in the top 

image, the short-tempered expression on the faces 

of the angel and Joseph, and the shepherd who has 

apparently been constantly playing the bagpipes all 

the way from the hill to Bethlehem! Image 

source: https://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedman

uscripts/ILLUMIN.ASP?Size=mid&IllID=34291 

 



December 2025    DUBH GHLASE                                     Page | 12 

 
King Robert’s first two Christmases were almost certainly not especially jolly occasions. Having killed his rival 

John Comyn, lord of Badenoch in front of the high altar at Greyfriar’s Kirk in Dumfries in February 1306, Bruce 

had been hastily inaugurated as King of Scots at Scone on 25th March (the Feast of the Annunciation, which in 

medieval Scotland was treated effectively as New Year’s Day). However, successive defeats at the Battles of 

Methven in June and Tyndrum in July or August shattered his military support and reduced him to the status of 

a fugitive in his own kingdom. As a result, we lose track of Bruce altogether in the latter part of the year and we 

cannot say for certain how he spent the winter of 1306-7. The late fourteenth-century Scottish poet John 

Barbour has Bruce spending this time on Rathlin, a tiny island off the coast of Ulster (and thus perilously close 

to enemy-held territory in Ireland). Barbour has Bruce leaving for Rathlin from Dunaverty Castle in Kintyre, where 

the poet claims the king spent three days (Bk. 3, ll. 677). If this is so, then Bruce must have been gone before 

the end of September, when the 

castle fell to the English. Barbour 

also reports that Angus Óg 

Macdonald of Islay submitted to 

Bruce at Dunaverty, and this may 

give us a better clue as to how 

Bruce spent his first winter as 

king. The Macdonalds were, 

alongside the MacDougalls and 

the MacRauridhs, one of three 

kindreds who claimed descent 

from Somerled, a formidable 

twelfth-century ‘King of the 

Hebrides’. These three kindreds 

competed for dominance in the 

Hebrides and along Scotland’s 

west coast, and in recent years 

that MacDougalls had benefitted 

greatly from familial associations 

with the Comyns and, through 

them, the Balliols. This of course 

made them no friends of Bruce, 

and it had been John MacDougall 

of Lorn who had inflicted the 

defeat on the king at Tyndrum that summer. Macdonald, on the other hand, had historic connections to the 

Bruces, having been a party to an agreement (relating to the regulation of Scottish activities in north-east Ireland) 

known as the ‘Turnberry Band’ alongside Bruce’s grandfather in 1286. As a result, Macdonald’s submission in 

autumn 1306 was surely motivated by an expectation – probably even a promise on Bruce’s part – that the 

interests of the Macdonalds in the west would be promoted by the Bruce regime if Macdonald would provide 

King Robert with the material support necessary to fight back against his domestic enemies like the MacDougalls. 

This then gives us our best indication of how King Robert occupied himself in the period from around September 

1306 and February/March 1307. Far from languishing on Rathlin or communing with spiders, Bruce most likely 

spent the winter of 1306-7 travelling around the Hebrides (and perhaps the western Highlands as well), gathering 

support by exploiting local rivalries, no doubt drawing on his familiarity with the politics and culture of Gaelic 

Scotland – as well as an ability to speak to the local lords in their native tongue developed during a youth spent 

 
The hill on which Dunaverty Castle once sat. Held for Bruce until the end of 

September 1306, it may be that King Robert sheltered here briefly before 

taking flight either to Rathlin Island or into the Hebrides for the winter. This is 

the last time we have any firm indication between the autumn of 1306 and the 

spring of 1307. Image source: http://www.southendargyll.org.uk/heritage.asp 
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making regular visits to Carrick. Where precisely Bruce spent Christmas in 1306 is anyone’s guess, but he was 

surely somewhere along Scotland’s west coast, frantically building a new basis for the coming war. 

 

Christmas 1307 was probably also a somewhat trying time for King Robert. His return to the mainland in the 

spring had been followed by some frantic manoeuvring and a handful of early strategic successes, most notably 

at the Battle of Loudoun Hill in May. The death of King Edward I of England in July had delayed the threat of 

direct English reprisals and freed King Robert to devote his attention to dealing with the ‘native’ opponents to his 

rule. To that end, Bruce struck out northwards at the head of a force composed of the Gaelic-speaking allies he 

had accrued during the winter and the ‘army of Carrick’, which had apparently flocked to him on his return in 

spring 1307 despite the reversals he had suffered the previous year. Concentrating his efforts in the north had a 

double advantage for Bruce. The region was far enough away from the border that it would be difficult for the 

English administration to directly interfere with his activities, and it allowed him to focus on the traditional 

powerbases of his rivals the Comyns in the 

central Highlands and the north-east. Bruce 

seems to have begun in the far north – in Ross, 

Caithness and Sutherland – and gradually 

moved eastwards from there. Happily, we have 

access to two letters – one written by William, 

earl of Ross, in autumn 1307 and another written 

by Duncan of Frendraught, sheriff of Banff, in 

April 1308 – that give us a sense of the king’s 

movements during this period. From the former 

we learn that in October/November Bruce 

negotiated a truce with Ross to last until the 

following June. Duncan then reports that on the 

Feast of St Catherine the Virgin (25th 

November), Bruce seized Inverlochy Castle 

thanks to ‘the treason and deceit of the men of 

the castle’. Shortly afterwards, Sir Gilbert 

Glencairnie the Elder was compelled to 

surrender Inverness Castle due to ‘lack of water’. 

Interestingly, Duncan’s letter blames the fall of 

Inverness on the unwillingness of the earl of 

Ross to include it in his truce, while Ross’s letter insists that he only accepted the truce because he felt he could 

not rely on the support of the men of Moray. This would suggest that Bruce was benefiting from disunity among 

his opponents in the north. Having slighted Inverness Castle, Bruce proceeded to burn Invernairn Castle and 

took Urquhart Castle, on the shores of Loch Ness, ‘for want of keeping’. Next, Bruce besieged Sir Gilbert 

Glencairnie the Younger at Elgin Castle, but unlike his father the younger Gilbert was allowed to negotiate a 

truce. The king then withdrew to Banff Castle, where according to Duncan ‘he fell into sickness of the body’. The 

precise nature of this illness is unclear, but it may have been the earliest bout of a recurring condition that would 

eventually claim his life in 1329. Late in his poem, Barbour claims that the malady that eventually killed the king 

was brought on ‘throuch his cald lying/Quhen in his gret myscheiff wes he’ (Bk. 20, ll. 76-7), which would certainly 

seem to link it to the frantic campaigning Bruce and his men had undertaken in the wet and cold autumn weather 

of 1307. Both Barbour and another later Scottish chronicler John of Fordun report that the king was so weak that 

he could no longer walk, having to be carried around in a litter, and this resonates with contemporary descriptions 

of King Robert in his final years. We also cannot be entirely certain when exactly Bruce fell ill. Duncan gives the 
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impression that it was before Christmas, probably early to mid-December, whereas Fordun states that it was 

after Christmas Day. Unhelpfully, Barbour merely states that it was ‘eftyr the Martymes [11th November]/Quhen 

snaw had helyt all the land’ (Bk. 9, ll. 128-9). On balance, Duncan’s (admittedly vague) dating is probably to be 

preferred since it makes more sense of the subsequent English manoeuvring that went on in the closing days of 

1307. Duncan reports that after abandoning Banff Castle, the Scots occupied Duncan’s own manor house at 

Concarn for two nights, burning it as they left. The reason for leaving, Duncan assures us, was that John Comyn, 

earl of Buchan (cousin and namesake of the man who Bruce had killed in February 1306), David Strathbogie, 

earl of Atholl, and Sir John Mowbray had assembled a force with the intention of challenging the Scots in battle. 

For this reason, the Scots assumed a more defensible position at Slioch near Huntly, in an area that Duncan – 

who claims to have been present in the English force – describes as a ‘wooded marsh’. Both Duncan and Barbour 

give the impression that Buchan et al. were emboldened 

by news that the king was sick and were hoping to exploit 

this fact to smash the Scottish army while they were 

vulnerable. Our competing sources offer differing 

accounts of what happened next. Fordun claims that on 

Christmas Day the English, ‘overwhelmed with shame 

and confusion’, negotiated a truce with King Robert (who 

in Fordun’s view was still hale and healthy at this point). 

Barbour on the other hand describes three days of 

skirmishing between the English and the beleaguered 

Scots. Duncan offers the least dramatic version of events, 

claiming that Buchan and co. concluded that they could 

effectively challenge the enemy without a sufficient 

infantry force. They thus waited a week for infantry 

reinforcements to arrive, by which time the Scots had 

slipped away westwards again. It is not clear how long it 

took for King Robert to recover from his illness, but he 

was apparently his old self again by the beginning of May, 

when he negotiated a truce with Sir John Mowbray before 

immediately seizing and destroying Balvenie Castle and 

then striking north again towards the Black Isle. Overall, 

the impression from these sources is that Christmas 1307 

was likely another miserable one for King Robert, 

probably spent seriously ill – possibly in fear for his life – 

and with the future of his kingship once again under 

serious threat.  

 

The Wilderness Years:  

Christmases, 1308-15 
 

Sadly, for the next eight years of Bruce’s reign, we have 

no clear picture of how he spent each Christmas. By late 

1308, King Robert seemed at last to be making some 

genuine headway in his bid to assert his perceived rights, 

and so Christmas of that year may have at least seemed 

 
Perhaps the most famous medieval depiction of a 

Christmas celebration, from the only surviving 

manuscript copy of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. 

The poem opens amid the Christmas festivities at 

Camelot, where the mysterious Green Knight 

interrupts proceedings offering to accept a blow with 

his axe from any of King Arthur's knights, so long as 

they agree to receive the same blow from him a year 

hence. Sir Gawain promptly chops off the Green 

Knight's head, only for the interloper to pick it up and 

leave, reminding him of his promise to take the same 

blow in one year's time. The remainder of the poem 

concerns Gawain's (mis)adventures on his way to fulfil 

his oath. Image source: https://commons.wikimedia. 

org/wiki/File:Gawain_and_the_Green_Knight.jpg 
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like a welcome respite after the drama of the preceding two. Victories over the Comyns at the Battle of Inverurie in 

May and over the MacDougalls at the Pass of Brander around August had given him the upper hand over his 

domestic enemies, and a fairly successful campaign into Galloway led by his brother Edward Bruce in the 

summer had made a start at intruding Bruce authority into the former heartland of their rivals the Balliols. The 

submission of William, earl of Ross, at the end of October had cemented Bruce’s control over northern Scotland, 

and English records indicate that it was around Christmas that Sir Robert Keith, hereditary marischal of Scotland, 

came into King Robert’s peace. Notable submissions such as these were a sign that increasingly the community 

of the realm, even those with residual Balliol/Comyn affiliations, were starting to recognise Bruce as the man 

who could best guarantee their interests within the kingdom. Perhaps most importantly, in November 1308 a 

temporary truce was agreed (and in February extended to last a full year) between King Robert and King Edward 

II, an agreement facilitated by French and papal 

envoys. In the long run, Bruce could exploit the 

involvement of these foreign agents to claim that he 

was being internationally recognised as the rightful 

King of Scots. But even in the short term, a brief 

respite from warfare gave Bruce space to begin 

overseeing the administration of the realm in a 

more active and direct way than he had hitherto 

been able. While we have no clue as to where King 

Robert resided for Christmastide in 1308, the 

period may well have been one of excitement and 

anticipation, perhaps devoted to tentative 

preparations for the first parliament of the reign, 

which would be held at St Andrews in March 1309. 

Bruce’s activities over Christmas 1309 remain even 

more mysterious. We last see him on 2nd 

November (when the truce was due to expire) at St 

Andrews, where he confirmed the rights of his long-

standing ally Malcolm, earl of Lennox, as sheriff of 

Clackmannan. This does not read as the act of king 

carefully making preparations for renewed 

hostilities, nor as that of a man frantically trying to 

arrange an extension to the truce, although it 

seems unlike that this was the only business 

conducted by the king at this time. Dr Michael 

Penman has reasonably speculated that Bruce 

may have come to Fife to discuss the possibility of 

extending the truce with Bishop William Lamberton of St Andrews, who – while ostensibly still in English custody 

– was being given increasing freedom by his captors to act as their proxy in dealings with the Scottish royal 

administration. In sum, it is difficult to get an accurate sense of the general attitude of King Robert and his court 

in late 1309. His priorities remained the same – to secure recognition of his rights as king from his English 

opponents – but whether he preferred to do so through diplomatic channels or through further warfare remains 

uncertain, as do his movements.  

 

We have slightly more evidence to go on for Bruce’s outlook at Christmas 1310, though the nature of this 

evidence once again makes it difficult to pinpoint his precise whereabouts at the time. In June of that year, 

 
King Edward II receiving the crown of England, from a 

contemporary manuscript of the Chronicle of England. 

Edward's presence at Berwick from November 1310 until 

July 1311 may have made Christmas 1310 a somewhat 

tense time for Bruce, although there are some indications 

that this also raised the king's hopes of securing a peace 

deal with the English king. Image source: https:// 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Edward_II_-

_British_Library_Royal_20_A_ii_f10_(detail).jpg 
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Edward II had received a delegation comprising 

Sir Alexander Abernethy, Sir Ingram d’Umfraville 

and the MacDougalls – all of whom were Scots 

with Balliol or Comyn sympathies – and was 

accused of jeopardising the English crown’s hold 

on Scotland through his ‘default and laxity’. Their 

appeal – coupled with a desire to distance 

himself from the aristocratic dissent he was 

increasingly facing in domestic politics – spurred 

King Edward into undertaking a campaign into 

Scotland, beginning in September 1310. On the 

whole, this was not as serious a challenge to 

King Robert as it might at first appear. Bruce was 

perfectly capable of keeping out of Edward’s way, 

denying him a pitched battle that – if Bruce lost, 

as was likely – might see him reduced back to the 

desperate state he had been in at the end of 

1306, or worse still lead to his death or capture. 

A letter – dated 1st October 1310 – provides 

some insight into Bruce’s strategy at this point. In 

it, King Robert implores his English counterpart 

to consider a peaceful settlement to the conflict. 

Of course, the fact that the letter was produced 

at Kilmun in Lennox, a region where the slow-

moving English royal host would struggle to hunt 

Bruce effectively, indicates that whatever offers 

of lasting peace or promises of concessions he 

was willing to extend, Bruce intended to remain out of Edward’s reach and deny him a military solution. By 

November, the English army had withdrawn to Berwick-upon-Tweed, but the English king remained there for 

nearly eight months, not venturing south again until the end of July 1311. This must have made Christmas 1310 

something of a tense time for King Robert. Any uncertainty over whether or not King Edward might mount a 

renewed campaign the following summer threatened to rob Bruce of the momentum he had built up over the last 

few years. Bruce was not entirely unable to undertake military activities – the contemporary Lanercost chronicler 

suggests that he led a raid through the Lothians shortly after Edward had withdrawn to Berwick in November – 

but so long as the English king remained this far north Bruce’s ability to expand his authority within Scotland 

would be limited. On 3rd December we find King Robert at Montrose, seeking to reassert the religious community 

at Arbroath Abbey of their financial rights. It may be that this indicates that Bruce continued to pursue a similar 

policy throughout the winter as he had during Edward’s active campaigning, remaining in the northern regions 

of his kingdom and maintaining his distance from his rival. However, in February 1311 an English clerk made a 

tantalising reference to peace talks that apparently took place at Selkirk on 17th December 1310, with Sir Robert 

Clifford (a long-standing servant of the English crown) on one side and ‘Robert de Brus’ on the other. This is 

particularly fascinating given the tenor of Bruce’s letter in October and the suggestion, made by the anonymous 

authors of the Lanercost chronicle and the Vita Edwardi Secundi, that at this time Edward II was willing to 

recognise Bruce’s rights as king if Bruce would in turn provide shelter for the English king’s favourite Piers 

Gaveston. Yet on 15th December, Edward II wrote to his royal officers in the north-western counties to be wary 

of potential Scottish attacks on the Isle of Man, while the following day he ordered that the ‘adherents’ of King 

 
Maidens defending the 'Castle of Love' from hordes of 

amorous young knights, from f. 75v of the Luttrel Psalter, 

produced c. 1325-40. Though obviously a metaphorical 

illustration, if an earlier dating for the psalter is preferred the 

arms, armour and equipment utilised by the besiegers at 

least offers some insight into the gear available to Bruce and 

his men during their assault on Perth in January 1313. 

Bruce's Christmas in 1312 was likely dominated with 

preparations for the attempt on the town. Image source: 

http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=add_ms_4213

0_fs001ar 
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Robert in England, Ireland and Wales should be arrested. It may be then that the Scots concluded that the 

English were not acting in good faith, explaining why nothing ultimately came of these talks.  

The king’s experience of Christmas 1311 remains a complete mystery for us unfortunately. The late summer and 

early autumn of 1311 saw King Robert making armed incursions into northern England, which were severe 

enough that the local communities bought brief truces from the king to see them through the winter. At some 

point in early 1312, the Scots seized and razed Ayr Castle, so it may be that these assaults on the northern 

counties were part of an effort to disrupt the supply lines from northern England into southern Scotland and thus 

to isolate the English garrisons in the south-west. If this was the case, then perhaps Bruce spent Christmas 1311 

preparing to make his move against this stronghold, but this is a highly speculative interpretation of the 

depressingly scant sources available. Bruce’s precise activities at Christmas 1312 are also obscure, although 

we can at least make some more informed deductions in this case. The Lanercost chronicler reports that on 6th 

December the Scots mounted a covert attack on the walls of Berwick, being foiled only when a barking dog 

awoke the defenders and alerted them to the danger. Yet on 7th January King Robert was to be found personally 

leading a successful assault on the walls of Perth, capturing the town and cementing his control of Scotland 

north of the Forth-Clyde isthmus. The route that King Robert took to lead his forces north – and the places he 

stopped on the way – are unclear, but it is fair to suggest that Christmastide 1312 must have been spent drawing 

up plans for the attack on Perth. A significant part of these preparations may have been devoted to dispensing 

suitable patronage to David Strathbogie, earl of Atholl, to whom the later English chronicler Sir Thomas Gray 

attributes the capture of Perth. Atholl was technically Bruce’s nephew (Bruce’s first wife had been Atholl’s aunt) 

but the earl’s wife Joan was a Comyn, leading Atholl to initially side against Bruce after 1306. Eagle-eyed readers 

may recall that Atholl was one of the figures hunting King Robert at Slioch at Christmas 1307! However, with his 

Perthshire lands increasingly under the control of the Bruce Scots – and he himself being dogged by substantial 

debts in England – Atholl now sought to ingratiate himself with his uncle’s royal administration. The earl was still 

a very recent recruit to King Robert’s side in December 1312 – he had been one of the Scottish magnates to 

ratify the Treaty of Inverness in October but the English were still making payments to him as late as 4th 

December – and so it seems likely that the period around Christmas may have included the king making 

 
 

The nineteenth-century canopy over 

the well at Scotlandwell in Perth and 

Kinross. A site associated with 

curative miracles, King Robert's visit 

to Scotlandwell in February 1314 

may indicate that he was once again 

enduring a period of ill-health, one 

that had perhaps begun as early as 

October 1313. Image source: https:// 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Th

e_Well,_Scotlandwell.jpg 
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arrangements to reassure him that his interests would be protected by the Bruce regime, especially if he was 

expected to be helpful in securing the capture of Perth. 

 

Christmas 1313 may have been another difficult and unpleasant one for King Robert, though once more we 

cannot be certain precisely how he spent it. It is quite probable that around this time he suffered another bout of 

his recurrent illness and may once again have been in fear for his life. We get an early indication of this with the 

grant – undated but probably belonging to an assembly at Dundee in late October 1313 – of the earldom of 

Carrick to the king’s only surviving brother, Edward. Carrick had belonged to their mother Marjory and had been 

the Bruces’ most prestigious title before Robert became king in 1306. Subsequent generations of Scottish kings 

would treat the title as an effective way of identifying their anticipated heir. Bruce’s own son David II would hold 

the title in the final years of his father’s life and would later grant it to his intended successor in 1368, while both 

of Robert III’s sons held the title in their capacity as heir to the throne. It is highly likely that the grant of 1313 was 

similarly intended as a means of highlighting Edward Bruce’s status as the person most likely to inherit the 

kingdom in the event of King Robert’s death. 

While Bruce had at least one illegitimate son by 

1313, his wife Elizabeth and his daughter from 

his first marriage Marjory remained in English 

custody, meaning the chances of one of the 

king’s own offspring inheriting were incredibly 

slim. The formal acknowledgement of this fact is 

not in itself particularly odd, but the timing 

requires some explanation. After all, Edward 

Bruce had been heir presumptive since 1306, yet 

in seven years had not been elevated to the 

earldom despite his brother having had plenty of 

opportunities to bestow it on him. He had been 

granted the former Balliol lordship of Galloway 

ahead of the St Andrews parliament of 1309, but 

this was probably designed more to encourage 

him to pacify the region for the king than to 

identify him as his brother’s senior male relative 

and expected successor. Significantly, the king 

had revived the earldom of Moray for his ‘dearest 

nephew’ Thomas Randolph – who had no claim 

to the throne – by October 1312, but Edward Bruce would have to wait a full year for a comparable title. In these 

circumstances, the decision to grant the earldom of Carrick to Edward Bruce may well have been undertaken in 

light of another downturn in the king’s health, which as in the winter of 1307-8 could have raised concerns that 

he would not recover. The king does not fall off the radar entirely for the winter of 1313-4 (and, as we have seen, 

it would not necessary signify anything untoward if he did) but what we can reconstruct of his movements hint 

weakly at a period of illness. On 18th December Bruce was to be found at Ayr granting one Roger, son of Finlay, 

all of the lands of one John Seton in the tenement of Cumnock (Seton had stolen horses belonging to Roger 

and, more seriously in Bruce’s view, apparently defected to the English). Ayr was less than twenty miles up the 

coast from Turnberry Castle, the caput (administrative centre) of the earldom of Carrick, where Bruce may have 

spent a substantial portion of his youth. We know that when Bruce was really dying in 1329, he withdrew to the 

manor house he had built for himself at Cardross on the Firth of Clyde (again, not far from his native Carrick) 

and so it may be that in 1313, with his health apparently failing him, Bruce elected to spend Christmas in the 
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comfortable and familiar surroundings, in a region of his kingdom for which he seems to have had genuine 

affection. The king then disappears from the record until 16th February 1314, when he was at Scotlandwell 

bestowing a gift of lands and revenue on Inchaffray Abbey in Perthshire ‘for salvation of his soul and for the 

salvation of the souls of his predecessors and 

successors’. Again, there is nothing wholly 

unusual about this grant. Maurice, Abbot of 

Inchaffray, had been an early supporter of 

Bruce who would later become the Bishop of 

Dunkeld thanks in no small part to the king’s 

patronage, and it was common enough for 

gifts to religious houses to express concern 

for one’s immortal soul. Yet the inclusion of 

Bruce’s successors may indicate that he felt 

he currently faced an uncertain future. The 

location of this grant may also be revealing, 

as the well for which Scotlandwell is named 

was a place of pilgrimage specifically 

associated with curative miracles. Most 

tellingly of all, when the Scots resumed their 

furious military activities in early 1314, King 

Robert was nowhere to be found. It was 

James Douglas, at this point a young up-and-

coming war leader from Lanarkshire, who 

took Roxburgh Castle by ruse on 19th 

February (three days after Bruce’s grant to 

Inchaffray Abbey) and Edward Bruce who 

oversaw the slighting of the fortress 

afterwards. In March, it was the king’s nephew 

Thomas Randolph, earl of Moray, who seized 

and slighted Edinburgh Castle, and the king’s 

brother and heir presumptive who is credited 

with having besieged Stirling Castle and 

made the deal with the garrison there that 

ultimately led to the Battle of Bannockburn in 

June. Perhaps King Robert eschewed these 

enterprises in order to reduce the risk of him 

being killed and thus plunging the future of the 

Bruce dynasty into uncertainty, but danger 

had not deterred him from playing a prominent 

and active role in martial activities before. Nor 

did it prevent him from leading the Scottish 

host into battle at Bannockburn later in the 

year. More likely, Bruce’s absence from the 

events of early 1314 – like his grant of Carrick 

to his brother and at least his appearance at 

 
The earliest surviving depiction of the Battle of Bannockburn, from 

Walter Bower's Scotichronicon (1440s). The centrepiece of this 

image is the famous face-off between King Robert and Sir Henry 

de Bohun, a young English knight killed by the king on the first day 

of battle. This encounter suggests that if Bruce had been sick over 

the Christmas period in 1313-14, he had made a full recovery by 

June. Victory at Bannockburn strongly shifted the momentum of 

the conflict in Bruce's favour, and he was afterwards largely free to 

dictate patterns of landowning in Scotland to suit his aims. Image 

source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Battle_of_ 

Bannockburn.jpg 
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Scotlandwell – was a result of another bout of ill-health, one that probably made Christmas 1313 another 

miserable time for the king.  

 

If Christmas 1313 was a rather glum time for King Robert, then the events of subsequent twelve months 

revolutionised his position. Victory over the English royal host at the Battle of Bannockburn in June did not 

guarantee an end to the war, but it did furnish Bruce with the ability to dictate patterns of landholding in Scotland 

to far greater degree than he had before. On 6th November 1314, Bruce convened a parliament at 

Cambuskenneth Abbey (within sight of the scene of his recent victory) at which he forfeited all those Scottish 

landowners who had not yet formally recognised him as the rightful king. In the years after 1314 Bruce would 

undertake a gradual but thorough-going redistribution of these forfeited lands, essentially rebuilding the Scottish 

political community as he saw fit. The king remained at Cambuskenneth until at least 14th November, but by 

16th had moved on to Dunfermline. On 10th December he was at Dumfries, confirming the rights of the Knights 

of St John to lands at Torphichen in West 

Lothian, and he next appears at Arbroath 

Abbey from 10th-15th February 1315 making 

a series of fairly minor grants, including a gift 

to his soon-to-be nephew Colin Campbell and 

compensating the religious community at Deer 

Abbey in Buchan from formerly Comyn lands 

for damage done during the war. We cannot be 

certain how or where King Robert spent the 

intervening time, but it is safe to assume that 

Christmas 1314 was a time of cautious 

optimism for the king and court, likely occupied 

with dishing out rewards to those who had 

supported him thus far, conducting inquests 

into the value of the forfeited lands, and 

perhaps even making tentative plans for a 

major project to codify and rationalise Scots 

law that would eventually result in the 

compilation of the Regiam Majestatem. 

Christmas 1315 is another mysterious time in 

Bruce’s life. Penman has suggested that the 

king may have ‘spent a frugal Christmas with 

his family at Dunfermline while he planned his 

next bold stroke’, possibly making plans for 

what proved to be another unsuccessful 

attempt to seize Berwick, mentioned by the 

Lanercost chronicler as occurring on 14th January 1316. However, it is at Arbroath Abbey that we last find King 

Robert in 1315, confirming the status of William, earl of Ross’s son and heir Hugh as sheriff of Cromarty in two 

separate documents produced on 5th and 7th December. Hugh Ross’s appointment to this office was likely part 

of a broader policy of balancing out the growing influence of the Macdonalds across the western and northern 

Highlands, and thus it may be that domestic politics dominated Bruce’s mind at this point in time. Arbroath was 

the site of Bruce’s chancery – since its abbot, Bernard, had been his chancellor since at least 1308 – and the 

abbey was dedicated to St Thomas Becket, one of Bruce’s most venerated saints, whose feast day was 29th 

December. It may well be then that Bruce chose to spend the Christmas period at Arbroath and availed himself 

 
The very fragmentary ruins of Coupar Angus Abbey. Bruce spent 

Christmas 1316 at the abbey, possibly to take advantage of the 

altar dedicated to St Malachy to secure the saint's blessing for an 

upcoming campaign in Ireland. Image source: https://commons. 

wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Battle_of_Bannockburn.jpg 
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of the opportunity to celebrate St Thomas’s feast day at the abbey. In October 1315, the king had contributed 

four marks annually for the lighting at the tomb of his predecessor King William 'the Luon', who was buried before 

the high altar at Abroath. This payment has been associated with remodelling work that Bruce apparently 

conducted on William's tomb, so a visit to Arbroath at the end of 1315 also enabled Bruce to inspect the work 

that had been carried out (or to assess what work was required). As it happens, we do know how the king’s 

brother spent Christmas Day 1315. Having scored a significant victory over the English administration in Ireland 

at Kells on 6th December, Edward Bruce resided at the manor of Loughsewdy in Meath over the Christmas 

period. It seems likely that news of success in Ireland would have boosted King Robert’s confidence over 

Christmas 1315, although news of the confrontation at Kells cannot have reached him by the time the surviving 

documents produced at Arbroath were being written.  

 

A Spirit of Giving: Gifts & Grants, 

1316-17 
 

At last in 1316 we have direct evidence for how Bruce 

spent Christmas again. On 17th December, the king 

was at Clackmannan instructing Chancellor Bernard 

to confirm the rights of Paisley Abbey as they were in 

the time of King Alexander III. However, on 25th Bruce 

was at Coupar Angus inspecting and confirming a 

charter by Sir John Graham in favour of Melrose 

Abbey. The following day, he granted an annuity of 

eight marks, to be paid from the thanage rents of 

Tannadice, to one William of Walterston. This raises a 

significant issue when considering our deductions 

about Bruce’s previous Christmases. The fact that the 

king covered the nearly fifty miles between 

Clackmannan and Coupar Angus between 17th and 

25th December 1316 tells us that we cannot assume 

that if Bruce is to be found somewhere in early or even 

mid-December we can therefore guarantee he would 

have spent Christmas nearby. The conclusions drawn 

above can only be provisional at best then. This is the 

only occasion when we find Bruce producing 

documents at Coupar Angus, and Penman has 

brilliantly suggested that Bruce may have wished to 

pray at the altar dedicated to St Malachy at Coupar 

Angus Abbey in anticipation of the armed expedition 

he would lead to Ireland in early 1317. Bruce family 

tradition had it that King Robert’s great-grandfather 

had been cursed by St Malachy (a twelfth-century Archbishop of Armagh) for hanging a robber after promising 

to spare him. The Scots had maintained a military presence in Ireland since early 1315, but despite several 

notable strategic victories they had yet to score a major breakthrough there, which King Robert may have at 

least partly blamed on St Malachy’s curse. We know that in February 1319 Bruce made a gift of lands to Coupar 

Angus Abbey to pay for a candle and a lamp for the altar of St Malachy, which may have been a response to the 

 
The gilded print from the centre of the Bute Mazer, a 

communal drinking vessel created during the reign of 

King Robert and possibly used on occasion by Bruce 

himself. The arms depicted in the top right of this image - 

featuring an ermine fess (horizontal band) on a red field - 

likely represents Susannah Crawford, a prominent 

heiress from Ayrshire, who was in receipt of royal 

patronage in January 1318. Two of the other individuals 

represented on the mazer - Walter Stewart (between the 

lion's paws) and James Douglas (to the left of Stewart's 

arms as we look at them) - witnessed the grant to 

Susannah and her husband in 1318. Image source: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lwr/4352459952/ 
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ultimate failure of the Scottish ‘adventure’ in Ireland. The unusual decision to spend Christmas at Coupar Angus 

in 1316 is therefore likely tied to the king’s eagerness to ensure the success of the coming Irish enterprise. 

Excitingly, the witness lists of these two documents offer some insight into who King Robert spent Christmas 

with in 1316. The confirmation on 25th was witnessed by the chancellor Bernard, Abbot of Arbroath, the 

chamberlain William Lindsay, the constable Sir Gilbert Hay, the marischal Sir Robert Keith, and Sir Alexander 

Stewart of Bonkyl, a minor Berwickshire nobleman. There are no great surprises here, but there are some notable 

absences, not least Bruce’s nephew Thomas Randolph, earl of Moray, son-in-law Sir Walter Stewart (Stewart of 

Bonkyl’s cousin), and Stewart’s cousin Sir James Douglas. Randolph had been a mainstay of the king’s 

entourage since 1309 and would accompany Bruce to Ireland in early 1317, while since 1314 Stewart and 

Douglas had risen to become two of the king’s closest regular councillors. However, the charter of 26th indicates 

that neither witness list provides an exhaustive 

list of who was with the king at the time. Only the 

chancellor, constable and marischal witnessed 

both documents, with the second list being 

rounded out by Sir David Barclay and Sir James 

Lindsay. Thus, we must accept that the witness 

lists give us an incomplete – though tantalising – 

glimpse at who Bruce spent his Christmas with in 

any given year.  

 

The following Christmas found Bruce in the 

south-east of his kingdom, and once again this 

was probably in response to developments 

towards the end of that year. At the same time as 

King Robert had crossed over to Ireland (January 

1317), Edward II had dispatched an embassy to 

Avignon to meet with the recently-elected pope, 

John XXII. The English delegation enjoyed rather 

mixed success in achieving its aims, but it did 

secure papal support for a prospective truce 

between Scotland and England. To that end, 

letters were dispatched from the pope to King Robert enjoining him to accept the truce and in August two papal 

legates even paid a visit to Scotland to discuss the matter. The legates reported that the king greeted them ‘with 

a cheerful face and amiable countenance’ but largely prevaricated about needing to seek approval for the truce 

from his council and even cheekily claiming not to have read the papal missives that addressed him merely as 

‘governor of the realm of Scotland’ since he could not be certain that they were addressed to him! As much of a 

sticking point as the king’s proper title may have been, the fact was that the Scots had little reason to embrace 

a truce while they were yet to make definitive headway in their efforts in Ireland, and while Berwick (the first 

Scottish town to be taken at the beginning of the war in 1296) remained in English hands. Bruce’s equivocation 

with the papal envoys was likely intended to delay the process of establishing a truce until a breakthrough came 

on at least one of these fronts, while at least giving the impression of wanting to be party to the truce if and when 

peace-making became necessary in the future. To their credit, the papal representatives were not wholly 

convinced by King Robert’s dissimulation. On 16th December, possibly in response to fears (or knowledge of) 

plans for a renewed assault on Berwick and/or Scottish border raiding, they dispatched a Franciscan friar to 

reiterate the terms of the truce to the Scottish king. The friar found Bruce at Aldcambus, only ten miles up the 

coast from Berwick, but he was denied access to the king and on his return journey south was robbed of his 
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goods (including the paperwork he was carrying), possibly on the orders of King Robert. Nonetheless, Bruce 

remained in the south-east over Christmastide, presumably wishing to maintain the pretence of being amenable 

to further truce negotiations as well as to perhaps facilitate preparations for another attempt to capture Berwick. 

On 26th December, King Robert was at Newbattle Abbey to grant the lands of Newtyle and Kinpurney in 

Forfarshire to Sir William Oliphant of Dupplin and Aberdalgie. Nine days later, on 4th January, Bruce was to be 

found at Penicuik, confirming the rights of Sir Duncan Campbell and his wife Susannah Crawford to the baronies 

of Loudoun and Stevenston in Ayrshire (while acknowledging that if their union produced no offspring, the lands 

would revert to Susannah’s heirs, since it was through 

her that the couple claimed these rights). This raises 

another potential issue with our assessment of how 

Bruce spent his Christmases, since the king was 

apparently willing to travel during Christmastide. On the 

face of it, this might lead us to conclude that even when 

we can identify where Bruce was on or around Christmas 

Day, we cannot assume that he remained there 

throughout the ‘festive season’, so to speak. However, 

Penicuik is less than ten miles from Newbattle Abbey, 

and thus it seems likely that the king had simply travelled 

there while still residing at the abbey. Once again, the 

witness lists for these two documents are illustrative of 

the group surrounding the king at this time. The gift of 

Newtyle and Kinpurney was again witnessed by the 

chancellor, chamberlain, constable and marischal, this 

time joined by the king’s son-in-law Sir Walter Stewart. 

For the second charter, the chancellor, chamberlain and 

marischal were present (this time without the constable), 

as was Stewart, and they were now joined by Stewart’s 

cousin Sir James Douglas. Again, these were all 

frequent councillors of the king and this reinforces the 

impression that, regardless of the fact it was 

Christmastide, the regular administrative business of the 

kingdom does not seem to have stopped.  

 

Renewed Crisis, Further 

Uncertainty: Setback & Recovery, 

1318-22 
 

By Christmas 1318, the momentum of the conflict was 

once again beginning to shift against King Robert. The 

year had started well enough, when in April the Scots 

were presented with an opportunity to overrun Berwick 

at last. Although it took until June to winkle the garrison 

out of the castle, the recovery of Berwick restored 

Scotland’s border as it had been during the reign of King 

Alexander III and thus had enormous symbolic value for 

 
Thomas, earl of Lancaster, (left) and St George from 

an early fourteenth-century Book of Hours (Oxford, 

Bodleian Library, MS Douce 231). Lancaster had 

been a perennial opponent of his cousin King Edward 

II throughout his reign, refusing even to serve on the 

Bannockburn campaign in 1314 and hamstringing 

Edward's royal administration in the years after the 

battle. However, events of 1318 led Lancaster to 

reunite with the king in the hopes of recovering 

Berwick from the Scots the following year. This made 

Christmas 1318 a potentially tense time for Bruce. 

Image source: https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/ 

10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-

9780198614128-e-1013046?rskey=OdNTzW 

&result=1 
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the Bruce regime. However, it also finally convinced the pope that the king had not been serious about 

negotiations concerning the truce, and by the end of June he had issued a bull excommunicating not only King 

Robert but the entire community of the realm so 

long as they continued to adhere to him. On the 

one hand, the seriousness of this censure can be 

exaggerated. The Scottish clergy no doubt 

offered reassurances to the king and his subjects 

that the pope could be convinced to rescind this 

penalty, as they had done the first time Bruce had 

been excommunicated, and Bruce had no doubt 

known from the outset this was a risk of his 

irreverent diplomatic policy. Yet even so, a 

sentence of excommunication on the entire 

kingdom was about the worst outcome he could 

have expected, one that might encourage those 

within Scotland who had only recently come over 

to the Bruce cause to consider a change of 

allegiance. The seriousness of the fall of Berwick 

was not lost on the English political community 

either. Since his victory at Bannockburn in 1314, 

Bruce had benefited greatly from increased 

tension between Edward II and a significant party 

of English nobles, led by Edward’s cousin 

Thomas, earl of Lancaster. However, even 

Lancaster understood that the permanent 

restoration of the pre-1296 Anglo-Scottish border 

represented a serious threat to England’s 

prestige. This led to something of a détente 

between Edward and his cousin, who joined 

forces for the purposes of staging an attempt to 

re-capture Berwick in the near future. This was a 

major material threat to the Scots, raising the 

possibility of a renewed English invasion of 

Scotland, possibly on a larger scale than had 

been seen in 1314. Yet more misery was heaped 

on King Robert in October, when his brother 

Edward was killed at the Battle of Dundalk in 

Ireland. Since the king had still not produced a 

legitimate son by 1318, and Edward Bruce left no legitimate offspring of his own, this meant that in the event of 

King Robert’s death, the kingdom would be inherited by Bruce’s grandson Robert Stewart, who can have been 

no more than two years old at the time. Though provisions for such an eventuality had been made as early as 

1315, the possibility of an infant becoming King of Scots – in the midst of an on-going and bitter armed struggle 

and with the threat of another invasion looming – raised an uncomfortable sense of uncertainty over the future 

of the Bruce dynasty. At Christmas 1318 then, King Robert found himself paradoxically at risk from both becoming 

a victim of his own success following the capture of Berwick and falling afoul of his own dynastic insecurity! 

 

 
King Robert II of Scotland and his second wife and queen 

Euphemia Ross, as they appear in the Forman Armorial of 

1562. Named after his grandfather Robert Bruce, he made 

his first appearance in the written record on 3rd December 

1318, in an entail concerning the proper line of succession for 

the Scottish kingdom. This document was produced in 

response to a crisis provoked by the death of Bruce's brother 

Edward in October. Image source: https://thefreelance 

historywriter.com/2014/03/21/the-two-wives-of-robert-ii-king-

of-scots-elizabeth-mure-and-euphemia-ross/ 
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Despite the growing set of crises that confronted him in the latter half of 1318, Bruce reacted in typically swift 

and decisive fashion. On 3rd December, he convened a parliament at Scone which ratified a number of statues 

on a wide range of issues – many of them clearly formulated in response to the developing situation – as well as 

approving a new entail concerning the succession of the Scottish crown. As with an earlier document produced 

in 1315, the entail expressed the expectation that sooner or later Bruce would have a son of his own to succeed 

him, but stated that in the event he did not then the king’s grandson Robert Stewart should become king. If it 

occurred that whoever did succeed the king was a minor at the time of their accession, the entail appointed the 

king’s nephew Thomas Randolph, earl of Moray, to serve as guardian of the realm until they came of age. If 

Randolph too died while the king’s heir was a minor, then the formidable Sir James Douglas would assume the 

role of guardian. This could not preclude the possibility of an underage King of Scots, but it at least guaranteed 

that the king’s subjects would have an adult and experienced war leader to look to on matters of war and 

diplomacy if that did come to pass. Most importantly, by having the entail approved by parliament Bruce was in 

effect securing the assent of the entire community for his preferred arrangement for the succession. There might 

still be those within Scotland who 

remained anxious about the 

stability of the Bruce dynasty, but if 

they acted against it they would – 

ostensibly at least – be behaving 

contrary to the will of the community 

of the realm and breaking their own 

public commitment to the entail to 

boot. There were surely those who 

did harbour such anxieties, for the 

Scone parliament also passed a 

statue forbidding anyone from 

being ‘a conspirator or an inventor 

of tales or rumours by which a 

source of discord shall be able to 

arise between the lord king and his 

people’. Such a provision must 

have been proposed in response to 

a feeling that uncertainty over the 

future of the dynasty and the 

anticipated English offensive left 

King Robert particularly vulnerable 

to internal challenges at this time. 

As well as shoring up his domestic 

position, Bruce also got preparations underway for the defence of Berwick the following year. Previously, Bruce 

had tended to slight the strongholds he captured, hoping to deny the English the ability to hold them against him 

in future. However, the symbolism of Berwick for the Scottish royal administration encouraged him to abandon 

this strategy in favour of maintaining possession of the town. To that end, parliament issued orders for the royal 

host to assemble ‘around the octave of Easter next to come’ (that is, 15th April 1319). Bruce can hardly have 

been entertaining the prospect of meeting the English head-on in battle, but mustering an army for early in the 

campaigning season gave him options for handling whatever his enemies threw at him when the time came. We 

cannot be certain whether or not Bruce remained at Scone over Christmas 1318. He was certainly still there on 

6th, when he confirmed the rights of the mercantile community at Haddington. The next time we see him, on 

 
Berwick-upon-Tweed seen from above, with the town's sixteenth=century 

defences particularly prominent. King Robert seems to have spent several 

of his Christmases here following his capture of the town in 1318. Berwick 

had been Scotland's largest and most prosperous burgh before the war 

began and Bruce appears to have taken particular pride in retaining it, 

investing considerable sums of money in returning the town to its former 

glory. Image source: https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/ 

berwick-upon-tweed-castle-and-ramparts/history/ 
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29th January, the king was at Berwick granting one John le Glen rights to a millpond at Balmuto in Fife. Aside 

from this business, there were no doubt inspections to be made of the state of the town’s defences, as well as 

plans for a prospective military response to the threat of English invasion to concoct or review. Precisely when 

King Robert set off southwards, what route he took, and where he stopped along the way, we sadly cannot 

reconstruct. English records indicate that at some point during December the Scots sought safe-conducts for a 

diplomatic mission composed of the marsichal Sir Robert Keith, the butler Sir William Soules, the steward of the 

royal household Sir Alexander Seton, Sir Roger Kirkpatrick, Sir William Mowat, and others to travel to England, 

apparently for further truce negotiations. Such an embassy must have been discussed at and was probably 

commissioned by the Scone parliament, and it may be that King Robert felt compelled to spend Christmas in the 

south-east, just as he had the previous Christmas, if he was still hopeful of keeping the possibility of the papal 

truce alive.  

 

Of course, even if the Scottish delegation did go 

south in December 1318 or early 1319, Edward II 

was no longer in the mood to talk peace. His 

assault on Berwick did not come at Easter or 

during the summer, as Bruce seems to have 

predicted, but in early September Edward’s army 

surrounded Berwick by land and sea and began to 

apply immense pressure to the garrison there. 

While Bruce’s son-in-law Sir Walter Stewart led 

the defence of the town, Randolph and Douglas 

launched a raid deep into English territory, 

inflicting a brutal defeat on a hastily-assembled 

militia force led by William Melton, Archbishop of 

York, at the ‘Chapter’ of Myton. King Robert’s 

absence from both of these arenas of conflict 

might conceivably be interpreted as evidence that 

he was suffering from another bout of his recurring 

illness at this time, but in context a less dramatic 

explanation seems likely. It was probably simply deemed to be too dangerous for the king to risk his life on 

campaign into northern England – and certainly to place himself under threat of capture at Berwick – while the 

future of the Bruce dynasty had so recently been brought into question by his brother’s untimely demise. 

Randolph and Douglas’s raid into England did the trick, causing fresh discord between Edward II – who wanted 

to continue the siege of Berwick – and his northern magnates, not least the earl of Lancaster – who wanted to 

withdraw south to defend their possessions. Not only did this ultimately lead the English to lift the siege, by 

reignited tensions between Edward and Lancaster it promised further disruption for the English royal 

administration in the months and years to come. No doubt buoyed by these successes, King Robert held an 

assembly at Berwick, probably something closer to a general council than a full parliament, in December 1319. 

There would again have been practical reasons for the king to make an appearance in the town, not least to 

assess the damage done during the recent siege and to inspect the repair efforts. Yet his choice of Berwick also 

sent a powerful message to his opponents – external and internal alike – about his achievements thus far and 

his expectations about his future prospects for success. On 8th December, in the company of his chancellor, his 

marischal, his nephew and his son-in-law, as well as Douglas, Sir David Lindsay of Crawford and Sir David 

Barclay, Bruce granted the burghal community at Aberdeen the right to hold its annual fair for a fortnight 

beginning the week after Easter. Two days later, on 10th, Bruce made another grant to the burgesses of 
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Aberdeen, this time witnessed by the chancellor, marischal and constable, Randolph, William Lamberton, Bishop 

of St Andrews, William Sinclair, Bishop of Dunkeld, and the king’s brother-in-law Sir Alexander Fraser, appearing 

for the first time as chamberlain. Also on 10th, King Robert granted the barony of Symington in Lanarkshire to 

one Thomas, son of Richard – witnessed by Chancellor Bernard, Randolph, Stewart, Douglas, and Patrick 

Dunbar, earl of March – and confirmed a gift of lands in Eskdale by Sir John Graham in favour of the hereditary 

Butler of Scotland Sir William Soules – witnessed by the chancellor, the marischal, Randolph, Stewart and 

Douglas. Again, these witness lists confirm the usual suspects were in attendance on the king – the royal officers, 

his kinsmen, and faithful councillors like Douglas – while the presence of leading clerics – like Lamberton and 

Sinclair – as well as a leading local magnate – the earl of March – gives us the impression that Bruce was 

overseeing more than just a meeting of his regular council. The most important development of the council came 

on 21st December, when King Robert and his nephew Randolph ratified the terms of a two-year truce (to run 

until Christmas Day 1321) with an English delegation composed of John Hotham, Bishop of Ely, Aymer de 

Valence, earl of Pembroke, Hugh Despenser the Elder, and Bartholomew de Badlesmere. This was a huge 

vindication of Bruce’s actions over the previous two years. He had seized and then successfully defended 

Berwick, prevented his English counterpart from establishing a lasting settlement with his aristocratic opponents, 

and still managed to secure his inclusion in a temporary peace deal that would buy him time and space to try to 

repair his relationship with the papacy. Though we do not have direct evidence for Bruce’s activities over 

Christmastide in 1319, it seems highly likely that he remained in Berwick, basking in the accomplishments of the 

past year and perhaps planning for the diplomatic offensive he would launch during the period of truce.  

 

 

The 'Declaration of Arbroath', a letter 

addressed to Pope John XXII ostensibly 

from the barons of Scotland but likely heavily 

influenced by the Bruce regime's chancery, 

produced in April 1320. The letter was part of 

a concerted diplomatic offensive by the 

Scottish royal administration during the truce 

of 1319-21 to restore relations with the 

papacy. The fact that several of those 

named as Bruce supporters in this later 

would within a year be implicated in a plot to 

depose the king illustrates the fact that King 

Robert still faced a significant crisis of 

authority at this point in the reign. Image 

source: https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/Declar

ation 
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While Christmas 1319 may have seemed like a time of triumph for King Robert, the crisis sparked in 1318 was 

not entirely over. Over the course of 1320 it became apparent that a conspiracy had been formed against King 

Robert, led by some significant figures from within the community and even some of those close to the king 

himself. The precise nature of the conspiracy is rather difficult to reconstruct, not least because the Bruce regime 

appears to have worked hard during 1320 to cover-up the details. But judging from the list of those implicated at 

the so-called ‘Black Parliament’ which met at Scone in August to condemn the plotters it had probably been 

gestating since late October 1318 in the wake of the death of Edward Bruce. Those eventually found guilty were 

all men with former Balliol/Comyn connections who likely felt they had not been suitably rewarded for their shift 

in allegiance to Bruce, or else resented the generosity the king had lavished on his more enthusiastic supporters 

out of lands forfeited after 1314. Their aim was probably to overthrow – possibly even kill – King Robert and 

install Edward Balliol, the son and heir of John Balliol, Bruce’s immediate predecessor as King of Scots. One of 

those implicated in the conspiracy was the aforementioned William Soules, who may have hoped to exploit his 

privileged access to the king’s person as Butler of Scotland to facilitate this plot, a fact that may explain why the 

Bruce administration was so eager to suppress 

the details of their scheme. As serious as this 

threat seems to have been, the plot may still have 

been only partly formed when it was blown, as it 

certainly seems to have been rolled up pretty 

quickly and effectively once it was exposed to the 

king and his courtiers. Nevertheless, the 

ruthlessness of the Bruce regime in dealing with 

the conspirators and burying the specifics of the 

plot suggests that the royal administration was 

fairly shaken by its revelation. We cannot be 

certain how Bruce spent Christmas in 1320, but it 

seems likely that the shadow cast by the 

discovery of the plot against him still hung over 

the court at this point. On 24th November, Bruce 

was at Scone, issuing a reassuring letter to the 

monks at Melrose Abbey promising that any 

payments that they made for repairs to the 

defences at Berwick would not set a precedent for 

further exactions in the future. We next find him at 

the Abbey of St Congall just north of Dumfries on 14th January, and how he spent the intervening time remains 

unclear. Here, Bruce confirmed the rights of Holm Cultram Abbey in Cumbria to £10 annually from the lordship 

of Buittle in Galloway. As well as restoring the abbey’s rights as they were before the war, the king claimed to be 

acting ‘for the salvation of his soul and of the souls of all his ancestors and successors’ and also honouring his 

father, who was buried at Holm Cultram. He may also have wished to subtly illustrate his ability to intrude his 

authority into northern England, perhaps reflecting suspicions that the English royal administration had supported 

or even colluded in the recent plot against him. Bruce’s presence in the south-west in mid-January 1321 may 

indicate that he had once again spent Christmas south of the Forth for the purpose of facilitating further peace 

talks, and it does appear that Scottish envoys visited Carlisle around this time in an effort to translate the existing 

truce into a lasting peace deal. This impression is weakly reinforced by the fact that on 26th January Bruce was 

to be found at Berwick extending safe conducts for up to fifty unnamed representatives of Edward II, valid for 

one month from 2nd February. Presumably, these unspecified representatives of the English king were expected 

to discuss terms for permanent peace. Bruce’s activities around Christmas 1321 are even more of a mystery 
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unfortunately. Our best clue comes in the form of a letter – dateable to the period December 1321-February 1322 

– between Randolph and Douglas on the one side and Lancaster on the other. It seems from this letter that 

Bruce was offering cautious encouragement to Lancaster’s efforts to undermine Edward II, which may imply that 

the king once again spent Christmas in the south of his kingdom to be more easily available for correspondence. 

However, the fact that these tentative negotiations were apparently conducted through Randolph and Douglas 

could equally mean that Bruce was consciously distancing himself from the discussions, perhaps to give himself 

plausible deniability if the English royal administration or the papacy became aware of them and accused him of 

abusing the terms of the truce. Christmas 1321 was also the date appointed for the end of the truce that had 

begun in 1319, and in January 1322 Scottish raids into northern England resumed. It may then be that 

Christmastide of that year was spent preparing for this fresh round of conflict and formulating a policy for 

encouraging Lancaster's dissent, but where the king was during all of this is anyone’s guess.  

 

The tone of the surviving correspondence between Bruce and Lancaster (who was coyly codenamed ‘King 

Arthur’, apparently in case the letter came to the attention of the English authorities) suggests that King Robert 

was not overly committed to lending active support to the earl’s cause. Yet the defeat, capture and execution of 

Lancaster in March 1322 represented another potential blow for King Robert’s interests. Buoyed by the apparent 

defeat of his internal enemies, Edward II resolved to lead yet another full-scale invasion of Scotland, his second 

in under three years. Bruce’s response was once again decisive and effective, and surely reflected a confidence 

 
The illuminated capital from a charter of 1317 rewarding the inhabitants of Carlisle for successfully defending their 

town from the Scots the previous year. The illustration here celebrates the town's defence and features Sir Andrew 

Harclay (identifiable by the arms on his shield) personally leading the defence of the town by casting spears down at 

the Scots below - with devastating effect! Harclay's meteoric rise in the defence of the Anglo-Scottish border 

continued after 1316, seeing him created earl of Carlisle in 1322, but by January 1323 he had apparently lost faith in 

Edward II's ability to defend his northern subjects from Scottish attacks. Image source: http://discovery. 

nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/a966aa63-2201-4410-b3de-bb3d89cb621f 
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born of his success in weathering the crises he had faced since 1318. King Robert enacted a devastating 

‘scorched earth’ policy across southern Scotland, destroying crops and driving livestock north of the Forth on an 

enormous scale. The king then withdrew to Culross in Fife to wait out Edward’s invasion. Through late August 

Edward’s army slogged its way as far north as Edinburgh, remaining there for a week before sickness and 

starvation forced them to retreat south again. Under normal circumstances, Bruce might have been expected to 

leave it at that, but he must have smelled blood on the weakened and demoralised English army because as 

they withdrew he gave chase, having presumably mustered his army at Culross in anticipation of such an 

opportunity. At Byland in Yorkshire, King Robert inflicted another telling defeat on the English, forcing King 

Edward to flee desperately for his life. If defeat at Bannockburn had been disheartening for the English, defeat 

on their own soil was absolutely devastating for them, particularly the northern communities who were most at 

risk from Scottish raiding. While Edward II may initially have still entertained hopes of orchestrating a rival from 

this latest setback, victory at Byland raised Bruce’s expectations of being able to secure a new, more permanent 

peace settlement. If he could not immediately arrange this with his English counterpart, then he would at least 

apply as much leverage as he could to Edward’s northern subjects. On 24th November Bruce was at 

Innermessan, on the shores of Loch Ryan near Stranraer, granting lands to Whithorn Priory. Precisely one week 

later – on 1st December – the king was at Forfar, nearly two hundred miles north, making confirmations in favour 

of Arbroath Abbey. However, by 3rd January 1323 he may have returned to the south-west, as on that day an 

agreement was ratified between King Robert and Andrew Harclay, earl of Carlisle, at Lochmaben Castle. Harclay 

was a prominent figure in the defence of the northern English counties and had been instrumental in bringing a 

conclusive end to Lancaster’s rebellion in early 1322. On paper then, he might seem like an unlikely ally for King 

Robert. However, the disastrous outcome of Edward II’s military enterprise of 1322 had clearly convinced Harclay 

that the English king was no longer capable of gaining the upper hand in the on-going struggle or even of 

effectively protecting his northern subjects from Scottish depredation. Harclay’s agreement with Bruce therefore 

committed the earl to doing his best gather support for a lasting peace deal with the Scots and to persuade the 

English king to accept this settlement, as well as guaranteeing the safety of Harclay’s possessions from further 

Scottish attacks. It is not entirely clear whether Bruce was present in person at Lochmaben in January 1323, 

since although the Scottish commitment to the deal was made in his name it was his nephew Randolph who is 

mentioned as having sworn on the Gospels to uphold the agreement alongside the earl. On 8th January, Bruce 

was at Arbroath offering concessions to the Dominican monks of Perth, which may indicate that from Forfar in 

early December King Robert moved east to spend Christmastide – including the feast of St Thomas Becket – at 

Arbroath, leaving Randolph to oversee the arrangements with Harclay. Lochmaben may even have been chosen 

 
 

Dunfermline Abbey in Fife. 

Bruce may have spent 

Christmas 1323 here in 

anticipation of the birth of his 

twin sons in March 1324, 

seeking the intercession of St 

Margaret, who was buried at 

the abbey. Image 

source: https://our.fife. 

scot/dunfermline-

area/dunfermline-abbey-1/ 
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as the venue for the agreement to be ratified not only for its proximity to the border (and thus convenience for 

Harclay to attend) but also because it was the caput of Randolph’s lordship of Annandale. Yet given that Bruce 

had been able to cover the distance from Innermessan to Forfar in a week, it is not impossible that he managed 

to travel from the meeting with Harclay at Lochmaben on 3rd January to Arbroath by the 8th. Wherever the king 

was at Christmas 1322, it seems highly probable that his time was occupied with preparations for the furtive pact 

with Harclay and was perhaps also tinged with hope that this would soon lead to a similar agreement being 

reached with Edward II.  

 

Peace on Earth, Goodwill to All Men(?):  

Christmas in a time of truce, 1323-1327 
 

In fact, the deal struck in January 1323 turned out to be a death sentence for Harclay. When the English royal 

administration found out about it, they issued orders for Harclay’s arrest and on 3rd March he was hanged, drawn 

and quartered. However, by now the pressure on Edward II was too great, and in May the Scottish and English 

governments entered into a thirteen-year truce. This was not quite the permanent peace settlement that Bruce 

had hoped for, but it at least offered 

the chance of an extended period in 

which he could consolidate his 

achievements. We cannot be certain 

where Bruce spent the first Christmas 

of the truce, although Penman has 

proposed that he resided at 

Dunfermline Abbey from at least 16th 

November (the Feast of St Margaret, 

who was buried at Dunfermline) until 

perhaps as late as February 1324. 

This is primarily based on the strength 

of two charters – one dated 16th 

January 1324 and the other dated 

20th January – produced at the 

abbey, but it would also fit with the fact 

that on 5th March Bruce’s queen 

Elizabeth gave birth to twin sons – 

John and David – at Dunfermline, 

suggesting that she would have been 

pregnant during Christmastide 1323. 

It seems likely that the royal couple 

were eager to invoke the intercession 

of St Margaret, who was associated with royal pregnancies in medieval Scotland, and Elizabeth may have worn 

a relic of St Margaret – her ‘birthing serk [shirt]’ – while in labour. The queen at least then may have spent the 

latter part of 1323 and early months of 1324 at Dunfermline, and no doubt the king was preoccupied during this 

period with the hope that he would finally have a son to succeed him. The birth of John and David – though 

ultimately marred somewhat by John’s death in infancy – provided a huge boost for the royal administration, 

assuring both king and community that the Bruce dynasty would survive for another generation. Added to this, 

in January 1324 Pope John finally began to address Bruce as ‘King of Scots’. While the pope claimed to be doing 

 
A surviving section of the castle wall at Berwick-upon-Tweed, visible from 

the platform of Berwick Railway Station. Bruce resided at Berwick 

throughout the Christmas period of 1324-5, probably staying at the 

castle. Much of Bruce's time here seems to have been occupied with the 

rewarding of his most faithful followers. Image source: Yours truly.  

 

 



December 2025    DUBH GHLASE                                     Page | 32 

 
so only as a way of smoothing future peace negotiations, 

and gave no indication that he would rescind the 

sentence of excommunication on the community, this 

represented a major step forward in Bruce’s relationship 

with the papacy. If late 1323 was a time of hopeful 

expectancy – both literal and figurative – for the Scottish 

court, early 1324 was a time to celebrate.  

 

Of all of Bruce’s Christmases, Christmas 1324 is perhaps 

the best evidenced. This is thanks in part to the fact that 

the king held an extended council at Berwick in early 

November and remained in the town over the entire 

Christmas period. Bruce was at Berwick from at least 1st 

November, when he issued instructions to his brother-in-

law the chamberlain to arrange for ten marks out of the 

burgh ferme of Aberdeen to be paid to the Carmelite friars 

at Aberdeen to pay for the upkeep of the church there. A 

major part of the business of this council seems to have 

been concerned with rewarding some of Bruce’s closest 

councillors, which itself may have reflected a feeling that 

with the establishment of the current truce the hardest 

part of the war was now over and thus the king was due 

to settle the debts he owed for years of diligent and often 

dangerous service. On 7th November, the marischal Sir 

Robert Keith resigned all of his lands, titles and 

possessions – including his hereditary office – in 

preparation for them to be re-granted. The surviving copy 

of the re-grant is a notarial instrument of 1430 and gives 

the date as 26th December, but this date surely refers to 

when the grant was formally logged rather than when it 

was made. It is difficult to comprehend why Bruce would 

wait fully seven weeks between Keith’s resignation and 

the re-grant, and Keith was witnessing royal charters 

styled ‘marischal’ on 12th December, between his 

resignation and the apparent date of the re-grant! This, 

coupled with the make-up of the witness list to the charter 

restoring Keith’s possessions, suggest that there was a 

much shorter period (perhaps less than twenty-four 

hours) between the resignation and the re-grant. From 

the terms of the charter, it is clear that the purpose of this 

elaborate piece of political theatre was to rationalise 

Keith’s various holdings and to entail them on his 

surviving male heirs. The Anglo-Scottish conflict had 

enabled Keith to significantly expand his landed interests, 

receiving lands in Lanarkshire (originally for his service to 

the English crown) and the north-east (benefiting from 

 
The heraldic achievement of the lord of Keith ('loúrt 

a keets') as depicted in the late fourteen-century 

Armorial of Gelre. The individual represented here 

is William Keith, who had acquired the Keith 

patrimony thanks in part to a grant made by Bruce 

in favour of William's uncle Robert Keith around 

Christmas 1324. The charter of 1324 was designed 

to entail the Keith estates and titles in the male line, 

apparently in response to fears about the future of 

these holdings in light of the death of Robert Keith's 

son John. Image source: http://journals.socantscot. 

org/index.php/psas/article/view/6386 
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Bruce’s forfeiture of the Comyns). Having resigned all of these disparate claims along with the hereditary office 

of marischal, Keith now received them all back as one grant, with his various lands now permanently associated 

with his office. The charter also clarified that in the event of Keith’s death, he should be succeeded by his 

grandson and namesake Robert, since Keith’s own son John had already died (possibly recently). If the younger 

Robert predeceased his grandfather (as eventually happened), then Keith’s office and holdings should pass to 

his brother Edward and his heirs. This was essentially the same arrangement that Bruce himself had made for 

the succession of the crown in 1315 and 1318 and was likely intended a means of reassuring a long-standing 

and close associate of the future security of his family’s interests. The re-grant was witnessed by Chancellor 

Bernard, Sir Gilbert Hay the constable, the king’s kinsmen Thomas Randolph, earl of Moray, and Sir Walter 

Stewart, Sir James Douglas, and four bishops – William Lamberton, Bishop of St Andrews, John Lindsay, Bishop 

of Glasgow, William Sinclair, Bishop of 

Dunkeld, and Gilbert, Bishop of Sodor 

(i.e. the Isles). As we shall see, this 

represents the core of the individuals 

who were to witness most of the 

documents produced at Berwick, and 

the presence of the bishops hints at the 

fact that this was business being 

conducted by an extended council, 

rather than simply in the presence of the 

king’s regular entourage.  

 

The day after Keith’s resignation, Sir 

James Douglas had his wide-ranging 

lands across the south of Scotland 

raised to the status of a regality – that is, 

he was given rights to the proceeds of 

justice within the bounds of his estates 

and exempted from the exactions of 

royal officers in all but the most serious 

cases. Moreover, King Robert personally 

invested Douglas with an emerald ring, 

symbolising the significance of the public relationship between these two men. Ostensibly, the king’s gift to 

Douglas was in compensation for the latter’s agreement to release three French knights and their valets who 

Douglas had captured at the Battle of Byland in October 1322, which was itself a staged act of magnanimity that 

Bruce had used to curry favour with the French king Charles IV. Yet it also served to cement the position of 

Douglas as one of the king’s most valued councillors and confirmed the role of Douglas's heirs in Bruce’s plans 

for the future defence of the marches. On the same day (8th November), Bruce gave his nephew Thomas 

Randolph, earl of Moray, similarly wide-ranging judicial powers over the brugh of Inverness as well as rights to 

the burgh customs. Again, Randolph was one of the king’s most useful and trusted lieutenants in war, diplomacy 

and the administration of the realm, a role that would only expand in the final years of the reign as King Robert’s 

health deteriorated, and this grant was surely made as reward for his hard work up to this point. That is not to 

say that Bruce and his council felt that the war was over and that they could now rest on their laurels, as around 

18th November they dispatched an embassy to York for further peace talks with the English. Indeed, if the 

contemporary Vita Edwardi Secundi is to be believed, the Scots were rather bellicose in their demands at York, 

even threatening renewed war if their demands were not met. Possibly they were encouraged by news of English 

 
The ruined fifteenth-century tower house at Aberdour Castle, the oldest 

part of the castle remaining. The barony of Aberdour, on the southern 

coast of Fife, was granted to Bruce's nephew Thomas Randolph, earl of 

Moray, in January 1325, while Bruce was still at Berwick after 

Christmastide. Image source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/ 

File:Aberdour_Castle_-tower_ruins.jpg 
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reversals on the Continent, where the French had recently successfully occupied Aquitaine and forced another 

embarrassing truce on Edward II. The embassy’s objectives and remit would certainly have been subject for 

discussion at the general council, and the fact that Bruce remained at Berwick for so long after it had been 

dispatched may again indicate that he hoped to be available to receive news of their progress. Back in Scotland, 

King Robert continued to bestow largesse on those closest to him. On 20th November, he rewarded one Patrick, 

described as ‘his chief medical surgeon’, with a scattered collection of lands in Angus, Carrick and Galloway ‘for 

sufficient service of medical surgery’. It is tempting, given what we know about who long the king had left to live, 

that this indicates that Bruce was beginning to suffer another downturn in his health, but this is probably reading 

history backwards. The gift to Patrick may well have covered services rendered over a long period of time and 

does not necessarily suggest that Bruce was particularly unwell in the closing months of 1324.  

 

The council at Berwick apparently continued into December. On 12th December he inspected and confirmed a 

series of charters by King David I, David's son Henry, earl of Huntingdon, and great-grandson King Alexander II 

concerning the rights of Jedburgh Abbey. That this was done in the presence of the extended council is confirmed 

by the witness lists of these confirmations. Though the lists change slightly with each confirmation, those present 

with the king on the 12th included the chancellor, constable and marischal, his nephew Randolph and son-in-law 

Stewart, the stalwart Douglas, the bishops of St Andrews, Glasgow and Sodor, the justiciar of Lothian Sir Robert 

Lauder, Sir Edward Keith (the marischal’s brother), Sir Alexander Seton, and Sir Adam More. More, a minor 

landowner from Ayrshire (but with several grants in East Lothian), had been an occasional witness to royal 

charters since at least 1321 and would be serving as the steward of the royal household by 1328. Indeed, he 

may already have assumed that role from Seton, who would be serving as steward of the king’s son by 1328 

and may have been given that honour from the time of the boy’s birth in March 1324. More witnessed the 

confirmation of only one of the charters however (that of Alexander II), while Seton witnessed two (interestingly, 

those not witnessed by More), and so More may have merely been present as a local knight eager to make an 

appearance at the council. Four days later, on 16th December, Bruce gave the monks at Arbroath Abbey rights 

to land in Berwick forfeited by one Simon of Dirleton, described as an ‘enemy and rebel…who died in England’. 

This act was witnessed by Stewart and Douglas 

and the bishops of St Andrews, Glasgow and 

Sodor, this time joined by William of Fogo, Robert 

Marshal and William of Ancrum (abbots of 

Melrose, Jedburgh and Kelso respectively) as 

well as Patrick Dunbar, earl of March, and 

Duncan, earl of Fife. The more clerical make-up 

of this witness list reflects the fact that this grant 

concerned the religious community at Arbroath, 

while the earls of March and Fife may have had 

connections with the ‘rebel’ Simon (Dirleton is 

located in East Lothian and thus sat at a point 

where these two magnates’ spheres of influence 

overlapped). The absence of Chancellor Bernard 

is unsurprising given that as Abbot of Arbroath he 

was effectively a beneficiary of the charter and 

thus could hardly serve as a witness to it as well. 

Another four days later, on 20th December, 

Bruce lavished yet more patronage on Randolph, 

issuing a confirmation of his nephew’s rights to 
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the lordship of Man in return for the service of six ships of twenty-six oars with men and supplies for six weeks 

service, as well as an annual payment of 100 marks to be rendered at Inverness each Pentecost. The chancellor 

is mentioned as having been commanded to produce the relevant documentation (and thus was again not listed 

as a witness despite being physically present). The constable was present as well, as were Stewart and Douglas, 

the bishops of St Andrews, Glasgow and Sodor, and the earls of Fife and Dunbar. Added to these now were 

William Sinclair, Bishop of Dunkeld, Hugh, earl of Ross, and Malise, earl of Strathearn, suggesting that far from 

winding down the council continued to grow as December progressed. Unfortunately, no witness list survives for 

a gift, made on 31st December, of 100 shillings to the chapel of the Holy Cross in Dumfries, to be paid by the 

local sheriff from the revenues of the barony of Caerlaverock. The chapel in question had been founded by 

Bruce’s sister Christina in memory of her husband Sir Christopher Seton, who had been captured by the English 

while defending Loch Doon Castle on behalf of his brother-in-law the king and was executed on the very spot 

where Christina had later established the chapel. Bruce was still resident at Berwick as late as 10th January, 

being attended by the chancellor and constable, his son-in-law, the bishops of St Andrews, Glasgow and 

Dunkeld, and the earls of March and Fife, all of whom witnessed the king’s grant of the barony of Aberdour in 

Fife to Randolph (who was probably also still present as well). It is not until 24th January that we find King Robert 

having moved north to Arbroath again. The impression given of Bruce’s Christmas in 1324 is thus of a long, fairly 

leisurely period in a town that the king seems to have taken great pride in keeping, with his days being dominated 

by the distribution of royal patronage to his closest and most faithful adherents and kindred. This in turn speaks 

of a king who was increasingly confident in the security and stability of his regime, and must have felt like a 

lifetime away from the cold, harrowing Christmas he had struggled through on the run in 1306, or spent bedridden 

at Slioch in 1307! 

 

 
Melrose Abbey in the snow. Bruce was here in November 1325 and may have intended to spent Christmas in the 

south again, possibly at Berwick as he had done the previous year. However, he appears to have diverted the royal 

court north, possibly in response to a developing standoff between the monastic community at Scone Abbey and the 

civic authorities in Forfar and Perth. Image source: https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/melrose-

abbey/ 
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By comparison to the sedate Christmas of 1324, the pace of Bruce’s activities at Christmas 1325 was frantic, 

although this does not seem to have been in response to a particularly serious crisis. It may simply be that he 

was once more moving around dealing with matters as and when they arose, resulting in an apparently more 

hectic itinerary. On 1st November, Bruce was at Melrose, instructing his brother-in-law the chamberlain to ensure 

that the religious community at Dryburgh Abbey received the twenty shillings annually from the burgh ferme of 

Roxburgh that had been due to them since the time of King William ‘the Lion’ (r. 1165-1214), which was 

apparently to be used to literally keep the lights on at the abbey. By 14th December he was at Clunie in 

Perthshire, writing to the sheriff and baillies of Forfar and warning them not to interfere with the rights of the 

community at Scone Abbey. It may be that the king produced this letter while on his way to the abbey in person, 

as on 29th December Bruce again wrote to the sheriff 

and baillies of Forfar – and now included the sheriff and 

baillies of Perth in this missive – from the abbey itself, 

claiming to have ‘inspected and truly understood’ the 

charters held there and reiterating his warning not to 

interfere with the community's rights. It seems from 

these letters that there had been some tension 

between the monks at Scone and the local civic 

authorities, so perhaps Bruce felt compelled to make a 

personal appearance and intrude his own royal 

authority into the situation to settle things quickly. 

However, the fact that Clunie is north of Scone 

suggests that the king may already have been planning 

to spend Christmas north of the Forth. Precisely one 

week later, on 5th January, King Robert was in Forfar 

itself (perhaps having come to impress his seriousness 

on the royal officers he had so recently had to 

admonish). Here, he made a grant of lands in 

Lanarkshire to Sir John of Monfode, witnessed by the 

chancellor, the chamberlain, the constable, the 

marischal, Randolph, Stewart and Douglas, Bishop 

Lamberton of St Andrews, Sir Alexander Seton and Sir 

Adam More. This very much reads as a fairly standard 

complement of the royal court, who had likely been 

with Bruce throughout his recent travels. By 10th 

January, Bruce had moved on to his beloved Arbroath 

Abbey, still in the company of Abbot Bernard, Bishop 

Lamberton, Stewart and Douglas, now joined by the 

earls of Ross, Fife and Strathearn and the bishops of 

Glasgow, Dunkeld and Moray. The greater status of 

those present at Arbroath may reflect the fact that the 

king was about to make a grant connected with his 

funerary arrangements, although this is not how the gift is framed in the document. The charter in question set 

aside £100 from the burgh ferme and customs of Berwick – to be topped up from the customs of Edinburgh and 

Haddington if the full sum could not be gathered from Berwick – to provide a daily meal of rice in almond- or pea-

water, to be known as the king’s dish, for every monk at the monastery. Perhaps unsurprisingly, the king may 

have doubted how appealing this would be to the brethren, since the charter allowed that the monks might chose 

 
A late fifteenth-century of Isabella of France with her 

mercenary army in 1326, from the Recueil des croniques 

et anchiennes istories de la Grant Bretaigne by Jean de 

Wavrin. In the background, her rival Hugh Despenser the 

Elder is being tortured to death. Isabella's dramatic 

moves against her husband Edward II in late 1326 must 

have made that Christmas a time of excitement at the 

Scottish court, although it is sadly unclear precisely how 

and where Bruce spent this period. Image source: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Isabella_and_Ro

ger_Mortimer.jpg 
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to forgo the king’s dish and give it instead to the poor, and it also offered reassurances that the provision of the 

king’s dish should not interfere with the usual meals at the abbey. Furthermore, the monks were expected to 

feed and clothe fifteen ‘poor people’ from this sum of money each year at Martinmas (11th November), with 

specific requirements placed upon how the poor should be clothed. If the monks failed in this, they would be 

required to provide food and clothing for fifteen poor people the following Christmas under the supervision of the 

forester of Selkirk, who in this period would have been appointed by Sir James Douglas and thus not a man to 

be messed with! Though it is not mentioned in the charter itself, by this point Bruce had probably already 

conceived of the plan to have his heart interred at Melrose after his death, and thus the grant may have been 

seen by the king as part of the obsequies surrounding his eventual demise. By 16th January Bruce was back at 

Scone, bestowing privileges on Cambuskenneth Abbey, his Christmas tour of Perthshire and Angus apparently 

drawing to a close.  

 

The king’s activities around Christmas 1326 are once more somewhat tricky to reconstruct, but it would appear 

that he spent it north of the Forth again. Between 14th and 26th November, Bruce was at Berwick, rewarding – 

among others – the same Roger, son of Finlay, who had been the recipient of royal patronage shortly before 

Christmas 1313. By 26th November however, Bruce was at Dundee, making arrangements for the upkeep of 

Scone Abbey with funds raised by the sheriff and baillies of Perth. On 3rd January 1327, we find him at Arbroath 

Abbey, granting land in Banffshire to a clerk named Andrew. This may indicate that following his visit to Berwick 

the king made a leisurely progress up the east coast, probably spending Christmastide at Arbroath Abbey 

(allowing him to once again celebrate the feast of its patron St Thomas Becket there as well). He was 

accompanied on the 3rd by Chancellor Bernard, the marischal, his nephew Randolph, his eldest illegitimate son 

(and namesake) Robert Bruce, 

lord of Liddesdale, Sir William 

Munfichet (a local knight), and the 

royal pantler Sir Andrew Murray of 

Bothwell, who had married the 

king’s sister Christian earlier in the 

year. Of course, this likely 

represents only a partial list of 

those who spent Christmas with 

King Robert in 1326-7. Two grants 

dated 14th January place the king 

at Perth and nearby Scone Abbey, 

and Bruce was still at Scone 

Abbey two days later on 16th. By 

1st February, the king had moved 

on to Stirling, where he made a 

grant of some Perthshire lands in 

favour of the constable, Sir Gilbert 

Hay. Again, this suggests a fairly 

sedate journey southward again. 

Despite this apparently relaxed 

itinerary, the royal court may well 

have been abuzz with news from 

England in Christmas 1326. 

Between the defeat of Lancaster 

 
Durham Cathedral in the snow. During Christmastide 1327 Bruce made a gift of 

five stags annually to the religious community at Durham, which might have 

been intended as an act of cross-border generosity designed to encourage the 

normalising of relations between the Scottish crown and the communities of 

northern England in light of the coming peace settlement. Image source: 

 https://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/ 
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and his fellow rebels in March 1322 and the conclusion of the Anglo-Scottish truce in May 1323, Edward II seems 

to have believed that by the mid-1320s he was free to govern England however he saw fit. However, in promoting 

the interests of his favourites the Despensers, Edward alienated his queen Isabella, who abandoned him. In 

September 1326, Isabella had landed in southern England at the head of a mercenary army, ready to seize 

control of the kingdom from her husband. By late October Isabella was in a strong enough position to have her 

teenaged son Edward declared guardian of the realm and on 16th November – while Bruce was at Berwick 

bestowing his beneficence on Roger, son of Finlay – Edward was taken into custody. The extreme uncertainty 

over the fate of Bruce’s English counterpart must surely have excited considerable interest at the Scottish court 

over Christmas 1326. First-hand insight into developments in England would have been brought to the king by 

his estranged nephew Donald, earl of Mar, who had chosen to remain in England even after 1314 but returned 

to Scotland by early 1327 to request his uncle’s support in restoring Edward II to power. Obviously, Bruce cannot 

have harboured much affection for his long-standing rival, but the unprecedented instability brought about by 

Isabella’s invasion presented an irresistible opportunity for King Robert to leverage further diplomatic 

concessions from the beleaguered English royal administration. Indeed, even as the young Edward III was being 

crowned at Westminster Abbey on 1st February 1327, the Scots swarmed over the border, in breach of the truce, 

and descended on the northern counties again.  

 

The gamble of reigniting the war in order to put 

renewed pressure on the English at the 

negotiating table paid off spectacularly. After 

Randolph and Douglas had led her mercenary 

army a merry dance around Weardale in the 

summer, Isabella apparently recognised the 

extreme vulnerability of the English marches and 

resolved to pursue a peaceful solution to the threat 

posed by revived Scottish aggression. Talks 

rumbled on between the Scots and the English 

from November 1327-February 1329, though King 

Robert was reportedly too ill by this point to 

personally take part in the negotiations (he is 

described by an eye-witness to his visit to Ireland 

that summer as being too weak to do anything but 

speak). Nevertheless, the ongoing discussions 

must have been the royal court’s overriding 

concern through the Christmas period in 1327. 

Furthermore, the king’s acts give the impression 

that, sick though he was, Bruce continued to practice the kind of itinerant kingship that the Scots expected of 

their ruler. On 4th December, King Robert was at Arbroath Abbey, expanding the landed rights of Sir John Bonville 

in Aberdeenshire. This was the anniversary of the death of King William ‘the Lion’, who had founded the abbey 

and was buried there, so it is possible that Bruce took part in the annual religious ceremonies that commemorated 

this moment in the foundation’s history (while also appreciating the restoration work on William's tomb that Bruce 

himself had commissioned). However, he did not apparently hang around to see in the feast of St Thomas Becket 

there this year, as on 26th December King Robert was at Newbattle Abbey in Midlothian (where he had spent 

Christmas 1317). This journey south was almost certainly connected to the peace talks with England, which were 

predominantly conducted at Edinburgh. That matters concerning Anglo-Scottish relations were at the forefront 

of Bruce’s mind at this point is further suggested by the fact that at Newbattle Bruce made a gift of five stags 
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annually from Selkirk Forest for the Cathedral priory at Durham ‘because of his devotion to Saint Cuthbert and 

his monastery of Durham’. The religious community at Durham had come in for more than their fair share of 

punishment from Bruce’s forces over the years – as recently as August the Scots had briefly occupied the Bishop 

of Durham’s hunting park in Weardale – and so this gesture of generosity was probably intended as a means of 

soothing relations between the Scottish crown and the chief ecclesiastical centre in north-east England. The king 

may even have hoped that this would go some way to normalising cross-border relations as they had been 

before the war began. The king was accompanied on 26th by Chancellor Bernard and the marischal, his nephew 

Randolph and brother-in-law Murray, his illegitimate son Robert, Douglas, and Seton. Bruce may then have been 

at Dumbarton (or staying nearby at his manor house at Cardross) for part of the exchequer audit conducted from 

4th January to 26th February. Surviving charters place him at Cardross on 15th and 16th February, so he was 

apparently present for the latter part of the audit and had possibly been there for its beginning as well. However, 

the king was at Arbroath again in late January to early February, confirming a charter of Alexander III in favour 

of Dunfermline Abbey on 24th January and granting Baldowrie in Angus to one William Marischal, described as 

the king’s ‘serjeant’ on 4th February. Following the audit at Dumbarton, Bruce then travelled across the country 

to Edinburgh for what would prove to be the final parliament of the reign, which culminated with the ratification 

of the final peace deal with England on 17th March.  

 

‘I see a vacant seat…and a crutch without an owner’:  

Last Christmas, 1328 
 

 

Thanks to the survival of the exchequer accounts of the final two years of the reign, we have a surprisingly clear 

sense of how King Robert spent his last Christmas. It is perhaps an indication of how the formal conclusion of 

the war had altered the court’s priorities that Christmas 1328 was preoccupied not with the business of state but 

rather with a hunting trip to the Isle of Arran. Here, Bruce resided at Sir John Menteith’s manor at Glenkill on the 

 

An illustration of a stag hunt from an early 

fifteenth-century manuscript of La livre de la 

chasse, a late fourteenth-century treatise on 

hunting written by Gaston Phoebus, Count of 

Foix. It was likely this sort of activity that 

Bruce travelled to Arran to indulge in for his 

final Christmas in 1328, although given the 

sorry state of his health by this point it is 

doubtful whether he was able to actively 

engage in much hunting in person. Image 

source: https://www.themorgan.org/collection/l

ivre-de-la-chasse/59 
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south-west of the island, possibly in the company of his four year old son David (and seven year old daughter-

in-law Joan). However, the king’s health was also clearly failing him by this point, and this too may have 

influenced the decision to spend a relatively sedate Christmastide in the insular idyll of Arran. Three payments 

of £18, 66s and £14 to John the apothecary were intromitted into the chamberlain’s accounts alongside the king’s 

expenses incurred at Glenkill, suggesting that he required medical assistance throughout the trip. Alongside 

John the apothecary (and perhaps the young David Bruce), King Robert was joined at Glenkill by the constable 

and marischal, Randolph, Douglas, Sir Adam More, and the new chancellor Walter of Twynham, a canon of 

Glasgow who had replaced Bernard in the role in anticipation the latter’s elevation to the bishopric of Sodor 

earlier in the year. Also present may have been Robert of Peebles, who had replaced the king’s brother-in-law 

Sir Alexander Fraser as chamberlain sometime in 1327, Sir Alexander Seton, and even Robert Lauder, justiciar 

of Lothian, all of whom witnessed royal acts soon after the trip. The visit to Arran was probably intended as a 

pleasant precursor to a planned pilgrimage to the shrine of St Ninian at Whithorn Priory. This trip was both a 

penance and a quest for divine relief from the malady that was slowly killing him. On 6th February, a series of 

royal acts show King Robert picking his way down the coast from his castle at Turnberry to Carleton near 

Lendalfoot, a journey of around thirteen miles. This seems to have been the opening leg of the pilgrimage, which 

would turn out to be the king’s final expedition. By May, Bruce was back at his beloved manor house at Cardross, 

where he would die on 7th June. This last, restful (or at least comparatively quiet) Christmas contrasts sharply 

with many of those that had gone before. Bruce had spent Christmases on the run, in his sickbed, feverishly 

working to mitigate developing crises, and seeing to the typical day-to-day business of managing a kingdom and 

leading an itinerant royal administration. Often, as we have seen, the manner in which Bruce spent Christmastide 

– and the difficulties we face in developing a sense of this – was reflective of the state of his fortunes in a given 

year. That he could devote his last Christmas to family and friends, in relative seclusion and comfort (his illness 

notwithstanding), almost like a modern Christmas, stands as something of a testament to his success in 

achieving his lifelong ambition of establishing himself and his successors as the rightful rulers of Scotland.  
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https://drcallumwatson.blotspot.com/
file:///C:/Users/fuimu/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.facebook.com/DrCallumWatson
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http://www.instagram.com/cpwatson1375/
http://www.facebook.com/DrCallumWatson
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Exploring History along the Scottish Border  

by Ian Douglas  
 

Ian Douglas, a longtime Clan Douglas Society member has published a 

new book!  His new book is a major update to his earlier “Exploring History 

in the Scottish Borders” with new material. 

  

Whilst the Douglas dynasty straddled much of Scotland, Douglas history 

is particularly focused on the border area.  Archibald Douglas, later the 

3rd Earl of Douglas, was appointed Lord of Galloway to impose royal 

authority on what had been the ungovernable south west.  He built the 

awesome Threave Castle as his base to control the area. Douglases were 

frequently appointed Wardens of the Marches, responsible for imposing 

order and protecting Scotland from English raids and invasion. 

  

The frequent wars and raids between England and Scotland left their mark 

on the area and its people.  This did not produce Robin Hood characters, 

it produced a tough and often violent people, the Border Reivers.  But its 

past also left its mark in splendid castles such as the Douglases’ Threave 

and Hermitage, beautiful ruined abbeys, and a depth of history few other 

areas can match.  

  

Exploring History along the Scottish Border covers the history of the Scottish and English side of the border. 

Illustrated by many colour photographs, the book also acts as a guide to the key historical sites in the borderland. 

  

A quick links on Amazon: 

Amazon US link  

Amazon UK link   Other Books by Ian Douglas 

Amazon US  
 

Amazon UK 

 

Amazon US 
 

Amazon UK 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Exploring-History-along-Scottish-Border/dp/B0FCSHV8YP?crid=3KIF0IV19XGAP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.nFYr5ou_yzPGNTjh7bkS7dIVs5eo_e3d8ktuBeY5XA0.gScQUpVlOEAyFMJXwGJF_hQvYO8DUJPbP95Co1EjgJc&dib_tag=se&keywords=exploring+history+along+the+scottish+border&qid=1757354849&sprefix=exploring+history+along+the+scottish+border,aps,339&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=theheritageph-20&linkId=54bc5128efab83a630b103e7ef7e6d54&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Exploring-History-along-Scottish-Border/dp/B0FCSHV8YP?crid=18UBH7LDCHN0L&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.UBXSrQ0AtvrCZvevpHtyXA.kchtm-0Fn6yT7cFok0PFVL57Y5XIQeBau-mDSQp-TBg&dib_tag=se&keywords=exploring+history+along+the+scottish+border&qid=1757354967&sprefix=exploring+history+along+the+scottish+border,aps,231&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=theheritage07-21&linkId=e03b29f13029d9daf66ec859351bce12&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
exploring%20history%20along%20the%20scottish%20border
https://www.amazon.com/Scotland-Clan-Douglas-Exploring-buildings/dp/B0CN3RTGFN/ref=sr_1_1?crid=294HZWPZWBRRZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qzgIMMIY-X-8UlNdK_zLdd1P2hgJXKTkJZ9jzrCGXqsgq7UF02raYt1tBPTY-B1zva8hSdHDlAJiqCDGAJGHQWfoaYTqR5WdmJ0pC-acqZNx8yKq25d3gunZNhe215Y9MUmH9VR5tSZD_qKDo2YC2xibvkEVcjONXGnrcOrsaGQtF7eiS8oNefI6ChjzqWLWVZdODH6pN6MyoodAZVWjoQtExDAKaXsDWg_stMuxY2Q.scHcrN8D-lfCuLSo-ON1V9skGEfuJA_g3IqRoPHoPG8&dib_tag=se&keywords=ian+douglas+scotland+books&qid=1763483503&sprefix=ian+douglas+scotland+books%2Caps%2C130&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Scotland-Clan-Douglas-Exploring-buildings/dp/B0CN3RTGFN/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3OLGBOL8Z6861&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qzgIMMIY-X-8UlNdK_zLdYpQ2g8x5p5JidxAVLUhhqCUIz1nrocvxeRb-VOKR8S8G2gzV2aF_XL-6pH3uguBs26jsd3Lj85aZDVlCWgtQ1GG_CSJHv4Hiw7eX6lXIoVlvVdHD0KYPts7nc00Qk_EAKIDqhgTzfcLGo6lDDhKppMawIHhu3yt0FeOKjgsqoDGu3kyEyPfgnYeCYEPPgg1aihthY0eLTc6fWlnhxvzkBw.UyP2eMaEj8u_gsS3T-VgfQ-vsScZEUBBnNae8OzZ7q0&dib_tag=se&keywords=ian+douglas+scotland+books&qid=1763483686&sprefix=ian+douglas+scotland+book%2Caps%2C221&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Clan-Douglas-Warriors-Scottish-History/dp/B09K1TWVGV/ref=pd_bxgy_thbs_d_sccl_1/135-0167298-8540826?pd_rd_w=95mVk&content-id=amzn1.sym.dcf559c6-d374-405e-a13e-133e852d81e1&pf_rd_p=dcf559c6-d374-405e-a13e-133e852d81e1&pf_rd_r=XYK2ZMZQWAZDS9DH9JMX&pd_rd_wg=BD5ei&pd_rd_r=e31c42d0-1ea7-4c70-ab7f-161f03e3983c&pd_rd_i=B09K1TWVGV&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=clan+douglas+from+warriors+to+dukes+by+ian+douglas&crid=2BWCSCLBFBQJ3&sprefix=clan+douglas+from+warriors+to+dukes+by+ian+dougla%2Caps%2C190&ref=nb_sb_noss
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St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit Highland Games 

Detroit, MI ~ August 1-2 
 

It was a glorious day in Detroit for the St. Andrew’s 176 Annual Highland Games.  It has been a very long time since Douglas 

had a clan tent at St. Andrew’s, We, my wife Kerry, and I set up early Friday night which turned into a reunion of old friends 

from different clans and some new friends were made.  

 

Saturday morning was gorgeous.  The tent was very busy since a Douglas tent hadn’t 

been at St. Andrew’s in decades. Many families enjoyed our tent and many questions 

where sort and many of them were even answered!  

 

The bringing of our scotty puppy, Margret Ross Lady Douglas was a real hit at many 

clan tents and our own.  She was a true ambassador for Clan Douglas …. always full 

of hospitality, tail wags and a few puppy kisses.  The Drum Major of the day was 

Xavior Allan of The Essex and Kent Regt. Of Ontario, Canada. He graced us by 

wearing the Regt. Douglas in honor of the Cameronians. The regiment will be 

celebrating their anniversary later this year.  If it couldn’t get any better, my wife (a 

Douglas) won the Drum Major competition!  

 

Many friends were made!  We had a ball 

at the tent.  Onward to the Kalamazoo 

Scottish Festival on September 6th! 

 

Brian Lewis 

Michigan Regent  

 

  News From All Over  

 
Julie and Robert Douglas of 
Harrison, Michigan help 
Regent Brian Lewis during the 
176th Annual St. Andrews of 
Detroit Parade of Clans. 

 

 

 
Drum Major of the Day, Xavior 
Allan of the Essex and Kent 
Regt. Of Ontario Canada 
wearing the Regt. Douglas in 
honor of the Cameronians. 

 

 
Kerry Douglas winner of the 
Drum Major competition.  

 

 
Margret Ross Lady Douglas 
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Southwest Missouri Celtic Festival 

Buffalo, MO ~ September 6 
 

Saturday September 6 was a lovely, cool, clear blue-sky kind of day in Buffalo, 

MO making it a near perfect day for the Southwest Missouri Celtic Festival.  

Why do I say “near perfect”?  Because the visiting crowds were very small 

compared to previous years.  Some along clan row blamed that on the lack of 

advertising for the festival in the nearby regional center of Springfield, MO. 

 

However, just because the crowds were small doesn’t imply a lack of activity at the Douglas tent.  We were 

privileged to have three members join us for the parade – Donna Tatum, Michael Brewer-Douglas, and Gale 

Roberts.  I was able to get a photo of Michael and Gale with me. The comradery along clan row at this event is 

amazing. Many of us have been attending for so many years that the weekend is akin to a family reunion. What 

this festival lacks in size, it has in heart. 

 

There was one other reason for this being just a near-perfect day … 

somewhere in Buffalo is my wonderful wide-brimmed felt fedora.  I do hope 

it is being enjoyed by whoever picked it up. 

 

Yours Aye, 

Regent Harold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
L-R:  Michael Brewer-Douglas, Regent Harold, 

Gayle Roberts.  It is always a pleasure seeing 

these two at Buffalo.  On a side note, I really 

miss my hat. 
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Middle Tennessee Highland Games & Celtic Festival 

Hendersonville, TN ~ September 6-7 
 

The 10th annual Middle Tennessee Highland Games & Celtic Festival was held on 

September 6 & 7, 2025 at Sanders Ferry Park in Hendersonville.  They held their 

very first Calling of the Clans on Friday night as well. 

 

The rain came in late Friday night and was sporadic all Saturday morning, although 

that did not stop the crowds from coming out.  By afternoon it was just cloudy and 

the temperature was lovely.  Sunday was sunny and much hotter!  Most of us 

agreed that we preferred the Saturday rain and cooler weather better! 

 

There was a new Clan contest at this event. Clans/Families were given the topic "How the Scots have contributed 

to the USA" and were asked to make a poster or display telling how their clan or family has inspired the USA in 

some way. You may have heard of aircraft called DC-3's and DC-10's etc? The D stands for Douglas! Clan 

Douglas did not win anything in the poster contest, but we enjoyed talking to many attendees about Douglas' 

contributions and handing out wee airplanes in honor of Douglas Aircraft's designs that have benefited the entire 

flying industry for more than a century. A Douglas! A Douglas! 

 

Quite a few Allied and Sept families stopped by for a wee chat and a bite of Scottish shortbread. Besides 

numerous Douglases there were Dalzells, McKittricks, Sandlins, Blackwoods, Caldwells, Kilgores, Clendenons, 

Galbraiths and many Kirkpatricks!  We even had the pleasure of a couple of Kirkpatricks join in the (delayed 

because of rain) Tartan Parade! 

 

Amid the many band competitions, dancing competitions, heavy athletic competitions, musical guests, food, 

vendors and Clans, Life Member Skyler Chastain won 3rd in the Bonny Knees contest again (he had placed 3rd 

also at an event in which we participated just the weekend prior!) 

 

A big shout out to Chris O’Dell for sharing two of his extra 

Patron VIP wristbands so that the Douglas Regents could 

visit the Hospitality Tent for a free hot lunch both Saturday 

and Sunday!  Chris is a big help in the Douglas tent as 

well.  Thank you! (and Paula too!) 

 

A wonderful time was definitely had by all who braved 

those morning showers to celebrate their various 

heritages with like-minded kinfolk. 

 

Tyson & Betsy Chastain 

Tennessee (East) Regents   

 

 
Proud Douglases (& Kirkpatricks) in the Tartan Parade 
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Ready to go despite the rainy weather 

 
Wee Douglas, Abbey getting her 

first sip of "Scotland's Other 

National Drink" 

 
Life Member, Skyler 

Chastain has the 3rd 

Bonniest Knees in Middle 

Tennessee! 
 

 
Calling of the Clans 

 

 

 
How the Douglas family has contributed to 

the USA poster contest 
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17th Annual Scots-Irish Festival 

Dandridge, TN ~ September 27 
 

The 17th annual Scots-Irish Festival was held in Dandridge, Tennessee on 

September 27, 2025.  Dandridge is on the banks of the appropriately named 

Lake Douglas!  Last year the festival was cancelled just two days before it was 

to commence as Hurricane Helene's aftermath was set to rain down on the exact 

date of the 2024 festival. 'Twas a good thing it was cancelled then too, as the 

flash flooding from the torrential rains devastated Western North Carolina as well 

as that area of East Tennessee.  Luckily the wonders of Douglas Dam spared a 

good portion of eastern Tennessee from further destruction from those floods. 

 

There were eleven clans present in 2025, a new record number!  Clan Douglas reserved two tent spots in order 

to have a larger area to accommodate members and guests. This area of the Appalachian Mountains has an 

extremely high number of Douglas and kin still living here. Hence the name of the aforementioned Lake and 

Dam! It was a good thing that we had extra space as the rains came in shortly after the opening of the street fest 

and lasted about three hours! Many people took advantage of the larger hospitality area that Clan Douglas 

offered....be they Friend or Foe! 

 

Two Pipe & Drum bands played and marched, several Scottish and Irish dancers showed off their great talents, 

and a couple of storytellers entertained all. There were children's activities with animals to pet and three Celtic 

bands performed some fabulous jam sessions each, including a three-hour Ceilidh both Friday and Saturday 

nights! 

 

The Ale Garden was sponsored by a local craft brewery this year who took it upon themselves to brew up a 

unique Scottish Ale specifically for this festival. They named it after the gorgeous location of this event...."Loch 

Dughlas". How many other clans can say they have a craft beer name for them?!  A Douglas, a Douglas! 

 

Even though the festival started with a thunderous downpour, 

that didn't seem to hinder the people from walking down Main 

Street, partaking in food and activities; and enjoying the sights 

and sounds of a traditional Scottish day! 

 

Tyson and Betsy Chastain 

Tennessee (East) Regents 

 

  

 
Tyson and Betsy Chastain, TN Regents 
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GREAT PLAINS RENFEST 

Wichita, KS ~ September 27-28 
 

What a gorgeous weekend it was at the Great Plains Renfest in Wichita, KS – mostly clear skies and a light 

breeze with temperatures wonderful for visitors but a bit warmish for wool-wearers. I manned the Douglas tent 

this time for KS Regent Michael Sotomayor, who was feeling 

under the weather. 

 

I had a number of enjoyable conversations with tent visitors… but 

all of them were seeking information about other clans. Sadly, the 

Douglas crowds must have been busy at one or more of the other 

FIVE civic/cultural events being held in Wichita the same 

weekend.   

 

Even though it was a bit lonely at the tent without any other 

Douglases … an empty tent is better than no tent at all.  

 

If Wichita, KS is a daytrip for you, consider attending the festival 

next year and supporting your Clan Douglas Regent. 

 

Moving FORWARD… 

Harold Edington 

CDSNA RVP Central  

 
Clan Douglas prepared to offer shelter from the rains! 
 

 
Local Brewery brews up a Loch Dughlas 

Scottish Ale 

 

 
An empty tent at a festival is still better than 

no tent at all. 
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Virginia Scottish Games 

The Plains, VA ~ August 30-31 
 

What a wonderful season it has been celebrating our Scottish heritage! Michelle and 

I had the pleasure of representing the Clan Douglas Society of North America at both 

the Virginia Scottish Games and the New Hampshire Highland Games, and we 

couldn’t have asked for better company, weather, or spirit. 

 

The Virginia Scottish Games were alive with the sound of pipes, drums, and laughter as clans gathered under 

sunny skies to share their stories and pride. The Douglas tent was full of good conversation, smiles, and the 

familiar kinship that always brings our members together. Michelle and I truly enjoyed reconnecting with familiar 

faces, meeting new friends, and sharing in the fellowship that makes our Society so special. The parade of 

tartans and the stirring music of the massed bands reminded us why we hold our heritage so dear. 

 

Loon Mountain Highland Games 

Lilncoln, NH ~ September 19-21 
 

From Virginia, we journeyed north to the breathtaking White 

Mountains of New Hampshire for the annual Highland Games at 

Loon Mountain. There, among the misty peaks and the sound of 

bagpipes echoing across the valley, we once again gathered 

with our Douglas kin. The camaraderie was incredible, and our 

tent stayed busy all weekend with visitors eager to learn more 

about Clan Douglas history and traditions. 

 

A true highlight of the New Hampshire Games was welcoming Jenny Rose Boyes of Maine as our newest 

Regent. Jenny brings such enthusiasm and heart to the Clan Douglas Society, and we’re excited to see her 

energy and leadership strengthen our presence in the Northeast. 

 

Michelle and I are deeply grateful to everyone who stopped by, volunteered, or simply shared a story and a smile. 

These gatherings are more than festivals—they’re family reunions that remind us of our shared history and the 

friendships that carry the Douglas name proudly forward. 

 

Until we meet again—aye, the heart of Douglas beats ever proudly! 

 

Scott & Michelle Douglas 

Regent, Clan Douglas Society of North America 
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Jenny Rose Noyes New Regent for Maine and New Hampshire 

 

My name is Jenny Rose Noyes, I am 52 years old, and I am a fourth-generation Falmouth, Maine resident. I’m 

a passionate family genealogist and living-history performer with the Maine Renaissance Faire, with deep family 

roots in colonial Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts. I have two adult sons, Marshall Noyes and 

Christian Rosebrook, who fully support my love for researching and preserving our ancestral history. 

 

While not a professional genealogist, I’ve spent years exploring my ancestral lines and building historical 

connections throughout New England and, more recently, Nova Scotia. I hold a Bachelor of Science in Hospitality 

Management, which has provided me with a strong foundation in event planning and public engagement. 

 

My genealogical work includes a potential State of Maine Chapter with Scott McKenzie, President of the Scots’ 

Charitable Society, John T. Mann, historian and archaeological site director for the Means Massacre Archaeology 

Project, and Dave McCausland, founder of the Maine Ulster-Scots Project. I also attended a lecture by 

Christopher Gerrard, Professor of Archaeology at Durham University and lead author of Lost Lives, New Voices, 

and I hope to connect with him further regarding his ongoing DNA and archival research, and his collaborations 

with the Maine Ulster-Scots Project.  

 

I’m continuing to expand my own DNA research, with a focus on uncovering the journeys and stories of Douglas 

and Ulster-Scots descendants in New England. I’m fortunate to have a strong support network, including Warren 

and Tracie Moffatt, and Dawn Hamilton, and I’m eager to build community, honor the past, and help strengthen 

the Clan Douglas presence throughout the New England region. 

 

Jenny Rose Noyes 

JNoyesMaineDouglas@gmail.com 
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4th Annual Highland Games of Harper’s Ferry 

Harper’s Ferry, WV ~ October 4-5 
 

Clan Douglas participated for the first time at the 4th annual Harper's 

ferry highland games in West Virginia on October 3rd and 4th 

2025.  Both days were a beautiful 80 degrees and we had a great 

turnout of visitors at our Clan tent.   3 members renewed their 

membership and an amazing 8 new individuals became 1st time 

members.   We were surprised with all the interest as well as the delight 

of helping people towards learning their names are linked to Clan 

Douglas.   Can't wait for next year.  

 

James Agnew  

Maryland Regent  

 

 

 

   
Maryland Regent James Agnew with 
West Virginia Regent Tyler Agnew 

 

 

 
New member Michael Kaufman (Maxwell) 

doing his best Black Douglas impression 

 

 
Visitors enjoying the tent displays and 

chat with the Regents 
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Utah Regent 2025 Report 
 

Although I wasn’t able to attend any festivals this year in an official 

representative capacity, I was grateful for the chance to attend the 

Utah Scottish Association Highland Games and Scottish Festival back 

in June. It was a wonderful event filled with great music, food, and 

fellowship. 

 

I had the pleasure of meeting with representatives from several clans, 

including Lamont, Wallace, and Campbell, as well as members of the 

Scottish American Military Society. I also enjoyed talking with a 

number of vendors who travel to festivals around the state. It was a 

great opportunity to reconnect with our Scottish community here in 

Utah and to build relationships that will help strengthen the presence 

of Clan Douglas at future events.  

 

Trent Duke 

Utah Regent 

  

The Clan Douglas Society of North America invites you 

to apply for scholarships to pursue your passion for 

Scottish arts!  Whether it is piping, drumming, dancing, 

Scottish languages, Highland Games, or Scottish 

studies – we are here to support your journey! 

 

Applications may be submitted anytime and the 

deadline is always May 1
st

. 
 

For more information visit our website:  

https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/scholarships 

https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/scholarships
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Oklahoma Highland Gathering 

Choctaw, OK ~ October 11-12 
 

The Oklahoma Highland Gathering was held in Choctaw, Oklahoma, on 

October 11-12, 2025.  The Women's Lightweight World Championship 

Scottish games competition took place here and featured competitors from 

across the United States as well as from several European countries.  This 

year's event had 21 clan tents that 

were lined up along the athletics field, 

giving us a front row seat to the 

competition.  We also had whiskey tasting, a fun and lively heavy stone 

lifting competition for anyone brave enough to enter, sheep herding 

dogs, highland cows, traditional blacksmiths demonstrating their artistry, 

and a living history replica of a Scottish/Scandinavian village. 

 

We had a number of visitors at the Clan Douglas tent on Saturday 

despite being in the midst of football season, which is serious business 

in Oklahoma, but Sunday was slower due to unseasonably warm 

temperatures and strong winds.  Karen Wolfberg submitted her 

membership application to join CDSNA, and I was excited to have cousin 

Haley (Blaylock) DeVanney bring her two youngest, Lynnlee and Daniel, 

to the festival to start learning about their Scottish heritage.   

 

Local CDSNA members helped to make the weekend a success.  Madisen Kirkpatrick helped with the tent on 

Saturday and Donna Hopkins let us use her tent and made sure we had enough shortbread to eat. 

 

The next festival in Oklahoma will be the Stirling Classic in May 2026, although there is also the possibility of a 

new Scottish festival starting that could be held in the OKC area next April. 

 

Jody Blaylock 

Oklahoma Regent 

  

 
Haley (Blaylock) DeVanney with 

daughter Lynnlee and son Daniel 

 
Earl Bagwell and wife 

 

 
New CDSNA member Karen Wolfberg 

and Beth (Douglass) Smith 
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Mississippi Celtic Fest 

Brandon, MS ~ October 10-11 
 

The Mississippi Celtic Festival took place on October 11-12 in beautiful Brandon, MS, on the shores of the Ross 

Barnett Reservoir.  The scenery was beautiful, and the weather was perfect with clear blue skies and refreshingly 

low humidity all weekend! 

 

The festival hosted the 2025 Masters World Championship games, 

showcasing top 10 competitors from across the USA and Europe.  I lost 

track of the new world records after 10, but there more.  CDSNA member 

Bobby Douglas aka The Kilted Cowboy, represented the USA and Clan 

Douglas with style and grit. 

 

The crowds were more interested in the games, but a good number 

wandered over to the clan tents.  I was visited by Blaylock, Rutherford, 

Agnew, Hamilton, Dalyell, Young, Weir and Kirkpatrick families.   

 

I want to thank Miranda Brewer who stopped by, introduced herself as 

“Harold’s cousin” then promptly began helping me pack up.  Thank you, 

Miranda! 

 

Yours aye, 

Jamie Haushalter 

Mississippi Regent 

 

  

 
Bobby and Kathy Douglas stopped 
by the Clan Douglas tent 

 

 

 
Clan Douglas open for business 

 

 

 
A perfect weekend the games 
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Stone Mountain Highland Games and Scottish Festival 

Stone Mountain, GA ~ October 17-19 

 

  

 
Doug Isbecque, CDSNA Georgia Regent 

 

 

 
Ready for the Clan parade 

 

 

 
Kate Morton, Women’s Caber toss winner 

 

 

 
Clan Douglas education display 

 
Weapons display 
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Deltona Celtic Festival & Highland Games 

Deltona, FL ~ November 8 
 

The inaugural Deltona Celtic Festival &amp; Highlands Games 

were held under sunny skies on November 8, 2025. Everyone 

raved about the venue – location, shopping, food, and athletic 

events. We hope to add this to our annual games’ rotation. 

 

Thanks to all who signed our registration. In all, we had 16 people stop by for a chat, view our reference materials, 

and store goods. And to share some snacks and libations. 

 

My wife, Mona and I would like to give special thanks to Sally and Mark Hill and to Tom Douglas for their help 

with the tent logistics at the games. Many hands make light work, and their assistance made for a more enjoyable 

day for us. 

 

We were delighted to welcome Shirley Douglas Ferguson as the newest member of CDSNA and look forward to 

seeing her again at many more events.  We’ll be back on January 17 & 18, 2026 for the Central Florida Highland 

Games in warm and sunny Florida*. Please come join us if you are in the area. 

 

Jeff Sparks 

Central Florida Regent 

  

 
Clan Douglas ready to step out for the Parade of Clans at the 

inaugural Deltona Celtic Festival & Highlands Games 
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Fresno Scottish Gathering and Games 

Fresno, CA ~ September 20 
 

Clan Douglas was out in full force at the Fresno Scottish Gathering and 

Games, and we had a full day of fun and a very busy booth.  We signed up 

two new members, Micah Dixson and Sara Snodgrass, and want to welcome 

them to the Clan Douglas Society of North America.  We hope to see you 

both at future events! 

 

Although the Gathering and Games took place on a hot day, we all had 

a great time.  We visited with members Joe and Teresa Blaylock and 

with their grandchildren Vita and Christian Blaylock.  CDSNA member 

Keith Dughi came all the way from Elk Grove (near Sacramento) not 

only to attend the games but also to help Cora and I set up and tear 

down—which is a huge blessing.  We are so grateful for such great 

friends.  A special thank you to Vita and Christian for all your help—you 

guys rock!  Cora and I truly appreciated it.  Seeing young ones out 

there chipping in tells me Clan Douglas is going to be in good hands. 

 

The games featured Highland athletics, pipe bands, a great group of 

vendors and food vendors, children’s athletics, and archery.  One of 

the really interesting aspects of the Fresno Scottish Gathering and 

Games is that the Fresno Scottish Society (which sponsors the event) 

partnered with the Order of the Gauntlet and Rose to bring full-contact 

medieval combat with real (blunted) swords, armor, maces, and pole 

axes.  When we first heard they were holding tournaments at our 

games, we thought it would be balsa-wood swords and plastic armor.  

We were in for a big surprise — this is full-scale medieval fighting, and 

they literally wail away on each other.  It is something to see!  If you ever get a chance to witness this type of 

event, I absolutely recommend it.  Check it out online—it’s pretty awesome. 

 

We had a great Clan March and were one 

of the clans with the largest group. It was 

wonderful spending time with family and 

extended family Douglases in the tent.  We 

had a successful day and enjoyed our time 

with fellow Clan Douglas members. 

 

Best Regards,  

 

Mark and Cora Peterson 

Northern California Regents  

  
 

The Wolfe Brothers having fun at the Clan Douglas tent 
 

Matt and Jackie McCoy with their little 
one Cassie 
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Clan March Fresno Games 

 

 
Cora Peterson from Clan Douglas awarding 

Best Clan Spirit Award to Clan MacBean 
 

Dubh Ghlase is your newsletter, so let’s fill it  

with your stories!  

Do you have a favorite Douglas tale?  A family 

scoundrel, an interesting family history or the story 

behind a treasured heirloom?  What about a visit to 

Scotland, Tantallon Castle or Bannockburn?  Would 

you like to share your favorite photos of Scotland 

with CDSNA members?  *** 

Please email your pictures and stores you would 

like to share to:  CDSNA.Editor@gmail.com 
 

*** Full credit will be given for stories and pictures. 

 

 

mailto:CDSNA.Editor@gmail.com
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40th Highlands and Islands Games  

    & Celtic Music Festival 

Gulfport, MS ~ November 8-9 

 

With no hurricanes lurking in the Gulf this year — the weather was close to 

perfect Gulf Coast weather though quite blustery on Sunday.   

 

The 40th Highlands & Islands Games and Celtic Music Festival was a grand 

celebration, and the Douglas tent was hopping all weekend with cousins 

dropping by to visit, swap stories and sign the roll.   

 

A highlight for me was a long chat with Hope Vere Anderson, Baron of 

Bannockburn and Chief of Clan Anderson.  He shared an interesting local tale 

about Sir William “le Hardi” Douglas.  In 1267, while riding atop Criffel (the big hill south of Dumfries), Sir William’s 

horse stumbled and fell, nearly killing him.  Of course, he survived and lived to fight many more days. Truth or 

legend?  We will probably never know, but it is a great story all the same. 

 

The organizers paid warm tribute to all veterans with a special ceremony, presenting each with a handsome 40th 

Anniversary commemorative pin. It was a touching moment and very much appreciated by the veterans in 

attendance.   

 

All in all, another wonderful weekend.   

 

Jamie Haushalter 

Mississippi Regent 

  

 
This is the only picture that I took early Saturday 
morning before the gates opened. 
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A History of the House of Douglas 
from the earliest times down to the legislative union of  

England and Scotland  
(published 1902) 

By Sir Herbert Eustace Maxwell, Bt. 1845-1937 
 

The free source book from which this series of chapters from volume one of Maxwell’s two-volume work is found is on the 
Internet Archive site: https://archive.org/details/historyofhouseof01maxw/mode/2up 
  
Here is a screenshot image of the numerous download options for this book… 
 

  

Amazon touts Kindle, Hardcover and Paperback versions of the same Volume 1 from which the following page images 
come but securing an Amazon copy in any of these formats will require you to reach into your pocket. [If you want to 
purchase your very own Amazon copy, order here.  
  

Up next is Chapter 11~ The Earls of Morton 

https://archive.org/details/historyofhouseof01maxw/mode/2up
https://www.amazon.com/History-House-Douglas-Vol-Expanded-ebook/dp/B00L9SO6XO/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.N6IXgJWJFfPbVufyrpQxZyQbbRKDL4kQ4qJT9W202KW581o0rR-NkBZZ0_iP-DdhN5tE6xACflzZ1f9-k2nUuTP5tSx-BQiavEivKTcHqYXESMptlZIw5bYShufGQ7P4ZIdNNXTxf2ePwBd4InjZE0xp1qB92100o4--tZXet_35PPRPnhvrP55wxBIJEPtwu1VWrFBxnNYFeWv_JQZrqyDRKqjR339xGBPu6tSRWYQ.ruuR631GRKnboZtveoL9u2Rn8mv0lP4IXGB6GM_q8bk&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+history+of+the+house+of+douglas&qid=1764476593&sr=8-1
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The Septs and Allied Families recognized by The Clan Douglas Society of North America:  Agnew, Bell, Blackadder, 
Blackett, Blacklock, Blackstock, Blackwood, Blaylock, Breckinridge, Brown, Brownlee, Caddie/Cadie, Caddy/Cady, 
Cadden/Caddin, Caggie/Caggy, Carmichael, Carruthers, Cauldlaw, Coldlaw, Cavan, Cavers, Cleland, Clendenon, 
Crockett, Dalyell, Dalzell, Deal, Dick, Dickey, Dickson, Dixon, Drysdale, Forest, Forrester, Foster, Galbraith, Gilpatric, 
Gladstain, Gladstanes, Gladstone, Glendenning, Glenn, Hamilton, Harkness, Home, Hume, Inglis, Kidston, 
Kirkconnell, Kilgore, Kirkland, Kilpatrick, Kirkpatrick, Lockerby, Lockery, Lockhart, MacGuffey, MacGuffock, Maxwell, 
McKittrick, Moffat, Morton, Pringle, Rowell, Rowle, Rule, Rutherford, Sandilands, Sandlin, Simms, Soule, Sterrett, 
Syme, Symington, Troup, Turnbull, Weir, Young, Younger – Variations of these names are also recognized. 

 

The Dubh Ghlase Newsletter is published 

quarterly:  March, June, September, and 

December. 
 

• Newsletter submission dates are 

accepted until the 15th day of the 

month prior to the publication month. 

• March 2026 newsletter submissions 

must be received no later than March 

15, 2026. 

• Please submit articles to:   

CDSNA.Editor@gmail.com. 

• All members are welcome to submit 
articles, game reports, pictures, or 
general information.  It is requested 
that any items submitted be related to 
CDSNA or of general Celtic Interest 

The Dubh Ghlase Newsletter editor will 
make all final decisions as to the content 
of the newsletter and design of the front 
cover. 

 

 

Clan Douglas Society 

of North America 
 

 
 

Founded 1975 

 

Please send all CDSNA correspondence to: 
 

Clan Douglas Society of North America, Ltd. 
National Office – CDSNA 

P.O. Box 6974 
Portland, OR 97228 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please make sure your current email address is on file with the  
Clan Secretary to continue receiving the newsletter at 

DouglasSecretary@comcast.net 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Visit our website:  https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/ 

 

https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/
https://www.clan-douglas-society.org/
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