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Albert Edward Douglas, son of William Henry Douglas & Eliza Magee  

By Jennifer Douglas 

Albert Edward Douglas was born on January 19, 

1863, in Cootehill, Cavan, Ireland at Fraememount 

(the home that his father, William was leasing). He 

died in 1946 in Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-Natal, 

South Africa, at the age of 83.  

Alice and Arthur share a little about Albert in their 

history that they preserved for us. I have also been 

able to learn more about his life in records found in 

South Africa and other family records we have been 

given from William Magee Douglas’s things. 

Albert’s siblings’ names all correlate with family 

names. Albert is the only one with names we don’t 

see in any family line. I believe that Albert was 

named after Prince Albert, husband of Queen 

Victoria. Their eldest son was named Edward. 

 

 

 

 

             

             

             

   

In this extract found in 

a journal of Wm Magee 

Douglas, Albert writes 

an entry about his time 

in Australia and notes 

that he was first with 

the Fowler family in 

Kansas City in April 

1882 (see the history of Jane Douglas daughter of Rev. William Douglas).  He was 19 when he made this 

trip. The letter of introduction that was given to him appears to be what led to him leaving for Australia. 
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This is a copy of a picture that was amongst items in the care of Aunty Kay. 

Freeman & Co. was a photography company in Synday Australia. 

The next extract Albert 

places himself in 

Queensland, Australia during 

the years 1888 – 1889.  I 

haven’t found when Albert 

arrived in Australia, and 

perhaps a search of 

passenger records leaving 

the USA for Australia will give 

us a date (I assume not long 

after or during 1882).  

 

I do have one newspaper article 

that shows an A E Douglas arriving 

in Hobson’s Bay (Melbourne, 

Australia) July 12 1888 aboard the 

Ly-ee-moon, s.s. coming from 

Sydney (The Argus – July 1888). 

I am not certain when Albert 

arrived in South Africa, but I was 

fortunate to make contact with a 

historian in South Africa who had 

pictures of Charles James Douglas 

in her archives. When I contacted 

her, she couldn’t find the original of 

the one she had in an article but 

was able to share this next one 

from 1896.  

This is the note that Jenny 

Duckworth wrote to me about the 

picture: I went to the Grey's Museum 

this morning but did not find the 

photograph from that article.  I am 

rather puzzled about its provenance as I 

also did not use it in the brochure I put 

together for the hospital to mark its 130 

anniversary and the move to the new 

hospital premises.  I did find a tiny, very 

old, round photograph which seems to 

have been given to the hospital by AE 

Douglas many years ago.  This 
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In this article we see that W M Douglas’ brothers (Albert & 

Charles) were both ‘in the hands of the Boers” 

Royal Cornwall Gazette – 24 May 1900 

photograph had been taken in the 

grounds of the hospital in 1896.  It 

was blown up for me in 1985 and I 

have copied it for you and attach it 

here but it not very clear because of 

the size of the original.  On the back I 

have written that the man, seated is 

Mr A.E. Douglas and the man 

standing is Dr C.J. Douglas, Resident 

surgeon.  I assume Mr Douglas must 

have been the hospital manager at 

the time and you have identified him 

as Albert Edward Douglas, brother of 

CJ. There is a further note on the 

back that Dr. Douglas was born at (?) 

Frearemount Co. Monaghan, Ireland 

C.1857 and in 1935 was living at 

Abingdon on Thames, England. 

I haven’t researched Albert’s story during the 

Boer War, we do have his brother, Charles’ story. 

From what I can tell, both brothers were caught 

up in the Boer War and found themselves under 

the control of the Boers. Charles being made to 

give medical aid, I am not certain about Albert. 

The 2nd Anglo Boer War started on 11 October 

1899 and ended on 31 May 1902. 

In December 1899 Eliza writes to Albert 

expressing her concern for her two sons. She 

died in January probably not knowing at this 

stage how Charles and Albert were doing. In 

April 1900 Albert’s father writes him a letter 

requesting him to come home if he can. But it 

was only in May 1900 that the British forces 

arrived in their area. The following is an extract from ‘THE NATAL AFRIKANER AND THE ANGLO-BOER 

WAR by Johannes Michael Wassermann” a thesis written in 2004: 

“The Natal authorities were also not willing to release rebels from prison before their sentences were served. In the 

light of this Gerrit Adendorff, who was condemned to nine months imprisonment, had his request to be released 

because of a valvular disease of the heart and enteric fever, rejected by the governor of Natal.  Similarly AE Douglas 

of Dannhauser failed to have Hendrik Dafel=s nine month sentence remitted. Douglas testified that Dafel and his 

family had showed great kindness to him and his brother during the Boer occupation of Northern Natal. With the 

arrival of the British forces in the area in May 1900, Douglas his brother and three other people, had brought 

Dafel=s good deeds to the attention of Lt-Col David Henderson of the military intelligence. Henderson used this 

information to give a favourable report to AAG Intelligence Natal to help Dafel should he be brought to trial. Dafel 

did not get the benefit of Douglas=s request because the letter written by Henderson could not be found.”  – page 

309. 
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Tully 27th Dec 1899 

My Dearest Albert 

 

I am almost in despair in not having heard from you or dear Charlie for so long. I am quite 

sure if you could have written you would have done so. But if I could only know how you are 

situated and how you are fairing I might in ____  ____ & perhaps not _____ ____ So I must only try 

and be patient.  

The Past Xmas has been a peaceful & quiet one, but very sad thinking of you dear absent ones. 

May God protect and keep you both from harm. I am sending my letter to you as ___ heard 

nothing whatever of Charles since the commencement of this war. And I can’t but feel anxious 

about him . The reports in the papers are heart breaking and so little prospect of a settlement. 

Willie, Elsie and the boys are with us. Mary is still in Dublin. She went up to take care of the 

children as Mary was called off to see her father. He died ___ ___ after she arrived. Samuel went 

over for the funeral, they arrive in Dublin this evening and then Mary will come home. Agnes 

was so ill she could not see her father, she is living with her Aunt in Fulneck. 

Maggie (?) Patrick was here last evening. They are well, but they worry about you boys. We had 

a great many letters & cards this Xmas. Anna & Mary kindly enquiring about you.   Mr. ___ 

D—de (?) of Cavan is very ill. When ___ to ___he is going to _______he was (foolish ?) not have 

taken this rest earlier as he never really recovered from his past illness. Mr Walker & _______ 

came here on Sunday evening. They are all well . Willa has returned  to Down (?) ______. Annie 

has w___ (?) cold and was in ___, I hope she will escape the rheumatism this winter. _____ ____ ____ 

____ ____ ___ am also feeling it.  

I am not sure of this reaching you so much  ___ ___ particulars.  All now much as usual (?). 

Miss Rutlidge is still very ill. Percy (?) is going to inquire for her. ____  _____ _____ _____ ____  

____ & Happy New Year, my Dearest Albert 

Your Loving Mother 

E Douglas. 
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Co. Cavan, Ireland 

Tully April 25 1900 

Dear Albert 

You once wrote – Dear Mother – if you ever want or 

wish me home you have only to say one word “come”.  

In her name I call to you provided you can leave with C 

J D’s most distinct and truthful approval NOT 

otherwise. 

Ever Yours, 

Wm Douglas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

William Magee Douglas, Albert Edward Douglas, Charles James Douglas. 



Albert Edward Douglas, 1863 – son of William Henry Douglas and Eliza Magee      P a g e  | 6 
 

 
 

 

 

I have been able to find passenger lists that 

show some of Albert’s travels: 9 August 1929 

he departs Southampton returning to South 

Africa having been at Abingdon (CJ’s home). 

22 July 1932 Albert again departs from 

Southampton for South Africa, also having 

spent time with CJ. 13 September 1935 he 

once again departs from Southampton, 

heading for Durban after being with CJ in 

Oxford. 

 

Albert and Charles together at CJ’s home, 

Abingdon, Oxford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I believe that this picture of Albert was taken by Sholto Douglas when 

he visited Charles in England. Albert is on a ship, but not certain if this 

is going to and returning from England. Dated 1935 
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This picture of Albert is in the care of John Douglas, Scotland 
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The following letter from Terence Gordon Douglas, son of Roderick Hawksley Douglas, tells us of our last known 

contact with Albert as a family. After that are pictures of his estate file. 
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