Welcome to the DouglasDNA yahoo discussion group. The following information is provided because the various web-sites and groups related to this project can be a bit confusing.
The yahoo discussion group is seperate from ftDNA. This is a private group run by the same volunteer administrators as the FtDNA surname group, and we invite all the members of the ftDNA group to join the discussion group, as well as their interested family members, and prospective members who haven't yet tested. Here people identify themselves by their kit number, or if they are happy to reveal themselves by name then they can do so. But if you are referring to some-one else you should refer to them by kit number in case they are wanting to stay anonymous. Please attach your kit number to your name or otherwise include it in your message so that others can find you in the ftDNA results table. 
You can configure your membership to give you one daily digest (compilation of all the messages which have been posted each day) or individual messages. You can receive these by e-mail. To use the various web features such as photographs and see the various files of lineages and Douglas information you need to visit the discussion group web-site at:   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/douglasDNA/
ftDNA is the lab that does the testing. They provide a free group web-page which displays the results of the group, identified by kit number and most distant ancestor. The group is officially the Duglis, Douglas, Douglass (etc) and variants group. This is to ensure we capture all of the various spellings in the automatic display.

 

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Douglas/
 

The tabs at the top of this page are not all that obvious- Background, goals, news, results and Yresults. In the yresults tab, you will find a table displaying all of the results for the group. Here you can compare your actual dys values with everyone else in the group. The ftDNA pages are automatically generated, so we don't have much control over the way the information displays. Because it is a public page the names of the testees are not displayed- only kit number and most distant ancestor. The kit numbers beginning with N are automatically provided to us by the genographic project, provided the surname is listed in our description.
The yresults are grouped in colours, by haplogroup. Those haplogroups displayed in red are predicted by ftDNA, and those in green are proven by snp. The haplogroup information is provided automatically by ftDNA and the administrators have no control over that. You particular result appears closest  to those with whom you have the closest matches. Again this is automatically generated from ftDNA.
In your personal ftDNA page- (also automatically generated) the link for which is provided to you by ftDNA once your first results are available, you have a number of orange tabs. In the “yDNA matches” tab you will find the group members who match with you, this time listed by kit number and name of the testee, along with their e-mail address and their gedcom if they have posted it. 

Also in this tab is the link to “ySearch”, where you can compare your results with other Douglases who are not in our group- or who have tested with other labs.

 

Further down your page there is a tab called “dys values”- the actual numbers generated for your yDNA. 
 

You can post your gedcom (family tree) from your personal page. You need to use your own genealogy program to generate the gedcom. You will need to create a LINEAGE report with your program. The number of generations is unlimited. You don't need to worry about excluding the living because the ftDNA program will do that for you. When you have created the report, export it to your C drive and save it. Then go to the ftDNA tab for “Gedcom”. There you can import or upload it. If it doesn't look the way you want you can delete it and try again. This will only be viewed by the administrators, and by any group members who match with you.

 

Feel free to e-mail me with any questions or problems, at:

bturner@occmed.com.au 

 

Happy hunting
Beryl

 

